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From the Rabbi’s Desk    

Dear Congregants, 

 

anuary 2025 is finally 

here! Armed with our 

boots and winter coats, 

we met the cold front 

comprised of snow, icy 

roads and chilling winds. 

The freezing weather did 

not discourage our holiday 

celebration and the 

Hannukah party was a well

-attended success. Many 

thanks to the Men’s Club, 

Ab Roher, Congregation 

Beth Tikvah’s Religious 

School and its director 

Dalia Ross for a great job 

with our students, CBT’s 

Band and all the unsung 

heroes who were involved 

behind the scenes, without 

you we could not 

implement our holiday 

plans. Special thanks to all 

those who joined, danced, 

sung and uplifted our 

spirits. 

anuary is a month of 

financial planning, the 

beginning of the fiscal 

year. Many carefully 

evaluate their health plans, 

taxes and more. We are 

diligent with our strategies 

and think them through. It 

is imperative that we take 

the time to continue 

nourishing our 

relationships and 

spirituality. It is crucial to 

maintain a well mental 

health. Significant 

improvement had been 

reported by those who 

maintained strong current 

relationships and built new 

exciting ones.  

024 has been a 

challenging year to say 

the least. We 

personally met challenges, 

as well as a community and 

as a society. Wars and 

uprises erupted around the 

world, lands changed 

hands, hostages, economic 

crisis, hot election debates 

and more. As 2025 begins 

we pray that we can put 

these struggles beyond us 

and start fresh.  

lthough the future is 

unknown to us, I am 

confident that we will 

continue standing in the 

face of these struggles in 

unity and bravery. All our 

hearts join together and 

create a massive heart, the 

heart of congregation Beth 

Tikvah. We join each other 

in happy times just as in 

sad times. We are here for 

each other and will 

continue to be there for 

one another.  

 would like to 

personally thank each 

and every one of our 

congregants that make it 

to the services despite the 

weather conditions. It is 

because of you that our 

congregation is vibrant and 

stands the challenges of 

the times. 

et us be grateful for 

what we have, our 

health, family, friends, 

community, and 

Congregation. Let’s be 

spiritually inspired towards 

what awaits us in the 

upcoming year! Happy 

New Year! 

Rabbi Moshe P. 
Weisblum, PhD 

The Award Winning 
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Please feel free to contact:  

Gail Jeby-Levy 

president@congbt.org 

Message from the President  
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Gail Jeby-Levy 

irst, I want to wish 

everyone a very 

healthy, happy and 

peaceful secular New 

Year!  May 2025 be a 

better year for many 

of us, a year of 

peace, health, happi-

ness and wishes that 

come true. 

his past month we 

participated, specif-

ically, in two very spe-

cial events: a successful 

sisterhood shop til your 

drop vendor fair 

(something we haven’t 

had at CBT for many 

years) and also a very 

joyous and uplifting 

Chanukah party. Christ-

mas and Chanukah coin-

cided this year – the 

practice of giving gifts 

exists in both holidays, 

although Christmas gift 

giving is more pro-

nounced. I began to 

wonder what the signifi-

cance and history of is 

giving gifts on Chanu-

kah. I found some of my 

answers in one of the 

National Jewish Out-

reach Programs (NJOP) 

articles on giving gifts. I 

would like to share with 

you excerpts from this 

short article. 

he article began 

with a quote from 

Talmud Shabbat 23b: “A 

person who is diligent in 

lighting Chanukah can-

dles will have children 

who are scholars”. 

he desire for schol-

arly children was 

actually one of the mo-

tivations for the custom 

of giving Chanukah gelt 

(money). In modern 

times, money has been 

replaced by Chanukah 

presents. What is the 

connection between 
Chanukah lights, intelli-

gent children and gelt? 

ublicizing the mira-

cle of Chanukah is 

so important that even 

a pauper, who has no 

money at all, is required 

to borrow money in 

order to buy oil for 

lighting. People there-

fore began to give a lit-

tle money (gelt) to the 

poor so that they would 

not be embarrassed or 

forced to ask for assis-

tance. Because the idea 

of “being diligent in 

lighting the Chanukah 

lights” is primary in 

both giving to the poor 
and meriting wise chil-

dren, it became the cus-

tom to give children gelt 

as a reward for study-

ing. Children who were 

diligent in their studies 

were rewarded with a 

shiny coin. 

hile gifts are an 

offshoot of the 

holiday, they represent 

an important element of 

Chanukah–chinuch, Jew-

ish education. 

Continued  on Page 4 

Congregation Beth Tikvah thanks Investors Foundation and Citizens Philanthropic Foundation for their  

generous grant support. The Citizens Philanthropic Foundation partnered with Investors Foundation to  

underwrite Congregation Beth Tikvah Times.  

Celebrate your birthday, 

anniversary, or any  

special occasion with us 

and sponsor a Kiddush or 

Oneg Shabbat.  

Please call  

Bruce Hartman  

516-974-6647 
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It is good to remember that while Minyans are necessary to help mourners who are say-

ing Kaddish, they also provide an opportunity to make Misheberach (healing prayers). At-

per week, you will 

not only be doing a Mitzvot but will be helping a fellow congregant through sadness and 

Thursday mornings and evenings at 8 AM and 8 PM respectively. The weekday Minyans 

this week and every 

Rabbi Weisblum, Gail and the Religious Committee  

T 



YAHRZEITS 

In Memory of 

Richard's father Bernard Bockstein,  

   by Richard Bockstein 

Celia's husband Theo Garb,  

   by Celia Garb 

Fran's grandmother Minnie Frost,  

   by Neil & Fran Bezerman 

Sandra's husband Ira Shuchman,  

   by Sandra Shuchman 

Selma's husband Bernard Stern,  

   by Selma Stern 

Gary's father Irving Spiegel,  

   by Gary & Linda Spiegel 

Debbie's father George Rand,  

   by Rich & Debbie Rosenkrantz 

Carol's father George Rand,  

   by Carol Feldman 

Lorraine's father-in-law Joel Levin,  

   by Lorraine Levin 

Myra's husband Marc Cohen,  

   by Myra Cohen 

Jacquelin's brother Gerald Donald  

   Cuba, by Jacquelin Jager 

Mara & Ira's grandmother Celia  

   Moskowitz,  by Mara Moss &  

   Dr. Ira Moskowitz 

Sandra's mother Mitzi L. Bergen,  

   by Sandra Wechsler 

 

Myra's father Jack Hilfer,  

   by Myra Cohen 

Leonard's mother Bess Cohen,  

   by Leonard Cohen 

Lorraine's brother-in-law Myron Levin,  

   by Lorraine Levin 

Lorraine's father Sam Schulsinger,  

   by Lorraine Levin 

Alice's mother-in-law Sheila Eckstein,  

   by Alice Eckstein & sons 

Rose Treshan's husband and Gregg & 

    Joshua Treshan's father Douglas 

    Treshan, by Rose Treshan 

Aaron's mother Sara Landman,  

    by Aaron Landman 

Madeline's father Joseph Lemberg,  

    by Michael & Madeline Ross 

Ruth Seltzer, by Robert Seltzer 

Herbert Goudket, by Karen Seltzer 

Myra's mother Pearl Striesfeld,  

   by Myra Broder 

Steven's mother Anna Gershowitz,  

   by Steven Gershowitz 

Sandra's grandfather Samuel  

   Tetenbaum, by Sandra Drummer & 

   family 

Lucille's mother Rae Belman,  

   by Lucille Wechsler 

Esta's father Alfred Keslinger,  

   by Esta Lachow 

Donations 
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Please Note: 

The minimum cost of a 

donation to appear is $18. 

Glen's mother Barbara Lachow,  

   by Glen Lachow 

Lillian Schlanger, by Julia Friedfertig 

Lucille's father Jack Belman,  

   by Lucille Wechsler 

Jacquelin's husband John W. Jager,  

   by Jacquelin Jager 

Barry's mother Martha Bogner,  

   by Barry & Shirley Bogner & 

   family 

Mark's grandfather Max Drummer,  

   by Mark Drummer & family 

Mark's father Daniel S. Drummer,  

   by Mark & Sandra Drummer & 

   family 

Sandra's father Theodore L.   

   Tetenbaum, by Mark & Sandra  

   Drummer & family 

Alice's grandmother Minnie  

   Blumenthal, by Alice Eckstein 

Alice's husband Barry Eckstein,  

   by Alice Eckstein & sons 

Abe Peskoff, by Carole Katz 

Jerry's son Victor, by Jerry Lutzker 

Sandra's husband George G.  

   Wechsler, by Sandra Wechsler 

Minnie Linschitz, by  

   Norma Drebsky 

Annie Cohen, by Sol & Rosie  

   Cohen 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

In Honor of 

Wedding of Michelle Cohen & Charles Massry, by  

   Joel & Randi Cohen 

Wedding of Michelle Cohen & Charles Massry,  

   by Joel & Randi Cohen 

Tom & Robin Grantis's son Avery's bar mitzvah,  

   by The Board of Trustees 

Tom & Robin Grantis's son Avery's bar mitzvah,  

   by Mike & Maddy Ross 

Irving & Gita's grandson Lucas's bar mitzvah,  

   by Estelle Friedman 

In Memory of 

Steven Malkiel's father Murray Malkiel, by Estelle Friedman 

Steven Malkiel's father Murray Malkiel,  

   by Mike & Maddy Ross  

Jay Rothstein's father Howard Rothstein,  

   by The Board of Trustees 

SHIVA MEAL 

In Memory of 

Steven Malkiel's father Murray Malkiel by  

   Larry & Shelley Slutsky 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 

In Memory of 

Ben's cousin Barbara Stieglitz, by Ben Schnapper 

LEV SHALEM MACHZOR 

In Memory of 

Walter Hearns, by Frances Firouzan, Marlene Eisner,  

   Lenore Stein, Joan Garnock, & Walda Corazon 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

In Honor of 

Avery Grantis's bar mitzvah by Irving & Gita Freed 

GENERAL FUND 

by Bernice Slutzman 
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We are sure that you 

have noticed the 

Tree of Life in the 

Lobby of our Syna-

gogue! There are 

plenty of Leaves      

available to com-

memorate a Special 

Occasion. How 

about a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah Leaf or a 

Leaf for a New Baby 

in the  Family?  
Please call Esther 

Kamlet @ 516-735-

0796 
 

Buy your Leaf now! 

TREE OF LIFE   
Condolences to... 

President continued from Page 2 

Thank you to everyone who assisted in making our Chanukkah Party a monumen-

tal success We broke an attendance record! 

Larry Slutsky, Neil Bezerman, Fran Bezerman, Stu Spector, Aaron Landman, Jerry 

Lutzker, Jody Wald, Gary Davis, Sy Susswein, Suzanne Susswein, Harvey Rab-

inowitz, Bruce Hartman, Bob Cooper, Rabbi Weisblum, The Rabbi’s Band and the 

Rockers, Dalia and the Hebrew School, Sherry Cohen, Beth Stern, Patricia and Syl-

via. 

Thanks again, 

Ab 

Event Director 

he Maccabees fought so that their children 

and their children’s children would be able 

to study Torah freely and be knowledgeable 

about their Jewish heritage. Jewish children are 

taught about Judaism not only for today, but for 

posterity as well, as it says in Proverbs 22:6: 

“Educate a young person in his/her own way, 

when he/she grows old he/she will not turn from 

it.” 

ver time, the simple practice of giving gelt 

(coins or presents) became a Chanukah 

custom – and not just for children. In truth, 

however, it is not surprising that gift-giving has 

moved beyond just children. In our own day and 

age, we, the adults, also need encouragement to 

learn about who we are and what our Jewish 

heritage means. Thus, hopefully, when we gave 

this year’s Chanukah presents, we all remem-

bered to give presents that represented the 

timeless messages of Chanukah. 

 

n conclusion I would like to point out that in 

the Chanukah stories we recall the great mir-

acles bestowed upon the Jewish people in the 

time of the Maccabees. While it may be harder 

to recognize in our busy lives,but miracles do 

often happen on a daily basis while we strive to 

hold on to the past while looking toward the 

future. Chanukah with its shining lights, surely 

projects a bright and bountiful future for all of 

us. 

o, this Chanukah, let the story of the Maccabees 

inspire us as to what is possible when we remain 

vigilant in defending our culture, values, and ideals, 

Let the story of the Maccabees motivate us to do 

everything in our power to protect Jewish lives.  We 

must never be silent or paralyzed in the face of evil 

and terror.” 

Shalom. 

Gail Jeby-Levy 
President 

T 

Thank You… 

O 

I 

S 

It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of Howard Rothstein, father of 

our congregant, Jay Rothstein. Our condolences to the Rothstein family.  

It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of Murray Malkiel, father of our 

congregant, Steven Malkiel. Our condolences to the Malkiel family.  



 

If any group or club wishes to have publicity for an 

event published in local weekly papers, Jewish Week, 

Newsday etc. please e-mail all information to  

Bob Cooper at 

 

flyingbob@brianel.com 

680-3003 

 

At least 5 weeks before the event. 

Publicity 
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Jan. 19 — Bikur Cholim Blood Drive 

Jan. 21 — Men’s Club Mets Stories 

Jan. 26 — Virtual Bingo 

Feb. 9 — Israel Bond Breakfast 

Feb. 15  — Tu B’Shvat Seder 

 

Coming Events  

Announcements 

DOLLARS FOR DONATIONS 
Do you have a household item you want to sell? 

List it in the Beth Tikvah Times, and 100% of the 

proceeds of the sale will be donated to Congre-

gation Beth Tikvah. 

For example, if you have a chair that you no 

longer want,  or a drum set that’s just taking up 

space, you can list it for sale (with a suggested 

price), with all the proceeds going back to CBT.   

Email your name, phone number, item descrip-

tion, picture of the item and what price you 

would like to list it for to AB ROHER at 

ab_roher@cotyinc.com. He will then post it and 

you will then negotiate the sale with congregant 

who wants it. 

 

MONTHLY TEHILLIM PRAYER GROUP 
Anyone interested in reciting tehillim of 

strength, gratitude or healing see Leah Hartman 

or Fran Rosenberg for details. This will occur on 

the 2nd Tuesday of each month upon request, 

meeting in the shul library.  

 

LEARN CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 
Interested in learning conversational Hebrew 

with the Rabbi?  If interested, please call the of-

fice. We are trying to organize a morning, after-

noon, evening or possibly Sunday class. Why not 

give it a try!!!!!!! 

 
SISTERHOOD SOCIAL ACTION  

COMMITTEE 
Sisterhood is looking for a few women to help 

with Social Action. Please give us a little of your 

time.   
Get involved!! If you have any questions, please 

contact Doris Joltin. 

 

CBT SUPPORT GROUP 

The CBT Support Group met on Monday, Dec 2 

at 11 AM.  We decided we would stay with the 

11 AM meeting time for our next 2 meetings, 

which will be Monday, Jan. 6 and Monday, Feb. 3. 

If you have "cares to unburden" in a warm, wel-

coming, confidential, non-judgmental group, we 

are here to support you.  

We continue to welcome new members. Look-

ing forward to seeing you Monday, Jan. 6, 2025 at 

11 AM.  

Wishing all a peaceful, happy and HEALTHY sec-

ular new year!  

Susan Wald   
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Men’s Club 

game when the Islanders 

managed to lose.  Better 
luck next time.   

Thanks to Dave Kamlet, 

the Men’s Club will be pre-
senting an evening with 

author and podcast host, 
Brett Topel on January 

21st.  Mr. Topel will be 
speaking in the sanctuary 

about baseball, especially 
the Mets.  Again, all are 

invited so please come on 
down.   

On February 18th, the 

Men’s Club will be having 
its annual movie night.   

We will hold a wine sale 
before Pesach and we will 

be participating in another 
Men’s Club Shabbat ser-
vice later in the year. We 

are also looking into par-
ticipating in a softball 

league this spring with oth-

er Men’s Clubs from differ-

ent shuls on the south 
shore. These are just a few 

of the events that are cur-
rently planned for our 2024

-2025 year. 

I look forward to seeing 
you at many if not most of 

these planned events.  Re-
member the more you put 

into something, the more 
you get out of it.  My hope 

for this year is that you will 
all join the Men’s Club and 
participate in all of the 

many activities that we of-
fer.  From my family to 

yours, we would like to 
wish you and yours a very 

happy Hanukkah and a very 
happy and healthy secular 

new year.   

 

Jody 

Winter is upon us. It is 

officially the winter season 
and we got our first snow 

and single digit tempera-
tures to prove it. None-

theless, the Men’s Club has 
been busy and has plenty 

of events planned for the 
coming months.     

I would like to thank Neil 

Bezerman for arranging 
our trip to see the Is-

landers play on November 
25th. Over 30 people from 
Congregation Beth Tikvah 

showed up to cheer on 
our home town Islanders. 

UBS arena even acknowl-
edged us when they 

flashed a very large wel-
come to Congregation 

Beth Tikvah on the large 
screen hanging over center 

ice. A good time was had 
by all until the end of the 

Jody Wald 

2025 is here! We have 

many things to be thankful 
for. Many volunteers 

helped us with our Holiday 
Fair, which was a huge 

success. We are already 
planning another one for 

December 2025! Beth 
Stern and Karen Seltzer 
did a yeoman’s job organ-

izing and running this 
event. Thank you to all our 

volunteers. 

Everyone enjoyed our 
Chanukah celebration on 

December 18th, with grab 
bags, songs led by our Rab-

bi, and latkes (of course). 

We had an interesting 

book discussion on De-
cember 15th at the shul, led 

by Selma Stern who always 
does a wonderful job.  

There will be another dis-
cussion on February 2nd 

about “The Women” by 
Kristin Hannah.  If you 

have not yet read it, or 
even if you have, join us 

for a morning of opinions 
and thoughts about this 
fascinating book. 

We are also planning our 
White Elephant Sale on 

January 8th.  Be on the 

lookout for more infor-
mation about this event. 

Our Social Action commit-

tee, led by Susan Wald, is 
collecting warm winter 

clothes for those in need.  
This is our January mitzvah 

project.  You can drop 
clothing at the shul. 

Please join us for our 

events. We look forward 
to welcoming you!  Enjoy a 

healthy and happy New 
Year 2025. 

Ada  

Sisterhood 

Ada Marcus 
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Chavurah 

We are looking forward to our Karaoke afternoon on Sunday, 

March 2, 2025 between 2-4. We will have further info as we get 

closer to the date. 

Also if anybody has any other ideas for our get -togethers, please 

let Linda or I know. 

Have a Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year. 

Linda & Sherry    

  Linda Katz              Sherry Cohen 

 



CBT greatly benefits from your 

participation and it doesn’t cost 

you anything extra. You can 

defer the $100 year-end charge 

as well. 

 

Cards from many local supermar-

kets are available and in stock!  

 

We also have on hand a small 

inventory of cards from some 

great stores and restaurants that 

are usually only available by spe-

cial order.  Bed, Bath & Beyond 

and Target are stores that many 

of us shop in.  

 

Restaurants that we have inven-

tory on are Starbucks, Cheese-

cake Factory, Outback and Ruby 

Tuesday.   

 

If you would like to purchase any 

gift cards, please call me at (516) 

532-6827 to place your orders. 
 

Thanks for your support of this 

most important program. 

 

 
 
 
Sol Zweben 
(516) 532-6827 

 

Support Congregation Beth Tikvah -  Why Participate in the Gift Card  

Program? 

Shul Gifts  

Tree of  Life                          

$125 

Contact Esther Kamlet   

735-0796 

 

Memorial Plaque $235 

Contact Harold Stern  

516-524-0092 

howster21yahoo.com 

 

Etz Chayim Chumash                                        

$75 

Contact the office 

 

Lev Shalem Machzor 

$36 - Contact the office 

 

Stand up Basic Kiddush    

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Stand up Basic Oneg     

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Jerry Friedman  

Memorial Walkway  

$75/brick 

Contact Dave Kamlet or 

Lorraine Levin  

There are many happy occa-

sions in our lives; births, 

marriages, engagements, 

anniversaries, bris, bar/bat 

mitzvah, birthdays, baby 

namings etc… 

If you would like to share 

your joy with us by purchas-

ing a gift from our shul, or 

sponsoring an oneg or kid-

dush, some of the costs are 

listed below.  

If you have a loss in your 

life, perhaps you would like 

to make a gift to our shul 

that will memorialize your 

loved one.  
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Haftarot 
Anyone who is interested in chanting 

or reading a Haftarah, please contact 

Leah Hartman at  

anmsmama@verizon.net.  

Thank  you. 

SUBMITTING ARTICLES FOR THE  

NEWSLETTER 
If you are submitting an article, please e-mail it to me at 

marty.brochstein@gmaiI.com. If possible, please also include the article with-

in the text of your e-mail in case I can’t open your attachments. If you are 

submitting a flyer to be placed in the newsletter, e-mail it to me as a pdf.  

 
All articles and flyers should be submitted by the 15th of the 

month for the next newsletter. 

 

Thanks in advance for your help and cooperation.  

 

Marty  Brochstein  

mailto:ifreed@optonline.net
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ISRAEL BOND BREAKFAST – Sunday February 9th, 2025 9:45 AM 

It gives us great pleasure to announce that this year’s honorees will be Meredith Bernstein and Robin Stein-

Grantis. Both are very active members of our congregation for many years, members of the Board of Trus-

tees and are committed to the Jewish education of our children, evidenced by their major roles in our Reli-

gious School and junior congregation. 

After reading the bios below, you too will agree that Meredith and Robin are both worthy of being this 

year’s Israel Bond honorees. 

So, mark the date of February 9th on your calendar and start your Super Bowl Sunday off right. 

Meet our honorees: 

Meredith Bernstein 

I was born and raised in Wantagh, where my parents became members of the Wantagh Jewish Center (WJC) in 1975.  

I attended the Doris Kramer Preschool, GAN camp, and Hebrew School there.  While growing up, I was a camp coun-

selor in the camp program, active in USY and was the president of the chapter at WJC.  In 

1994 before my senior year of High School, I traveled with USY to Israel. 

I attended SUNY Albany for college, where I majored in Biology and minored in Judaic studies.  

I graduated from New York College of Osteopathic Medicine and completed my residency in 

pediatrics and fellowship in Neonatology at Cohen Children’s Medical Center on Long Island.  

I currently work as an attending Neonatologist there. 

After getting married, my husband and I settled back in Wantagh in 2009 to start and raise a 

family.  My children attended the Doris Kramer Preschool and have continued in the Hebrew 

School.  While my children attended Hebrew school, I joined with Robin to help improve the 

Junior congregation services.  Together with Robin, we are helping the children learn the Fri-

day night and Saturday Shabbat services to prepare them for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s and Jewish life.  

We are especially proud this year as our Hebrew School class did an amazing job leading the Family High Holiday Ser-

vices.  This year, like last year, we intend to organize a Challah bake for the Hebrew school families.   

I am currently on the board of Trustees at CBT and hope to help further our Hebrew School and foster Jewish learn-

ing for our school children.  I hope that they will enjoy Judaism as much as I did growing up!  

 

Robin Stein-Grantis 

I grew up in West Islip, attended West Islip High School and belonged to Congregation Beth Shalom in Babylon.  I at-

tended Hebrew School and had my Bat Mitzvah in 1989.  I was also an active member of USY and attended encamp-

ment at Camp Ramah in the Berkshires for several years.  After High School, I attended SUNY Albany and graduated 

with a major in Biology and minor in Judaic Studies.  I then went onto Chiropractic School in 

the Finger Lakes.  I have a Chiropractic Office in East Islip.  I am the Treasurer for the Suffolk 

County Chapter of the New York State Chiropractic Association and a Long Island Regional 

Director for the New York State Chiropractic Association.   

I moved to Wantagh in 2011.  Once my boys were ready to attend Preschool-I enrolled them 

to the Doris Kramer Preschool at CBT.  I joined CBT in 2022 and enrolled my two sons in 

the Hebrew School Program.    

Around the same time, both Meredith Bernstein and I revamped the Junior Congregation Pro-

gram. We developed learning materials for the children and taught them how to lead a Friday 

night and Saturday morning service.  We also led the High Holiday Junior Congregation Ser-

vices in 2023 and 2024.  We organized and led a Challah bake in early 2024 and plan on host-

ing 2 more Challah bakes this year (one for the Hebrew School and one for the Sisterhood).   I am one of the newer 

board members on CBT Board of Trustees.   
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Torah Fund Campaign 

Torah Fund Stands With Israel. 

There’s still time to register for 

this special Zoom call with Tal 

Itzhakov, Spokesperson for the 

Israel Embassy in Spain on Sun-

day, January 12th at 2pm ET. Reg-

ister at Torah Fund.edu.  

(https://us02web.zoom.us/

meeting/register/tZMsc-

yqrTIpGtxikC4tu9Y3POMQLWt

wN8Yz#/registration) 

Thank you all for supporting To-

rah Fund. Thank you also to all of 

you who returned your full tzed-

akah jars and made other dona-

tions and purchased Torah Fund 

cards.  

The theme for the year is “Am 

Yisrael Chai – The People of Isra-

el Live”.  The silver pin was de-

signed and produced in Israel.  

It’s not too late for you to be a 

benefactor with a donation of 

$180 or more (by check, cash or 

by pledge) and receive the new 

pin as a gift please contact me at 

516-783-1954 or by email 

fredbbb@optonline.net. Dona-

tions can be made by a check 

payable to Torah Fund or credit 

card online at https://

bit.ly/3kD8VL7 if you’d like. 

Have you tried sending Torah 

Fund Ecards?  The cards are sent 

by email with your customized 

message and cost $5.00 each. 

Remember to list our Sisterhood 

on the form so we get credit for 

your donation. Cards are availa-

ble for Happy Birthday, Sympa-

thy, Get Well, New Baby, Mazal 

Tov, All Purpose, Happy Holiday, 

Rosh Hashanah and Happy Hanu-

kah. Go to https://

torahfundecards.jtsa.edu . 

 

Of course, we still have paper 

Torah Fund cards for sale too for 

all occasions.  Contact Louise 

Goldberg 516-735-6008, Elaine 

Stein 516-694-5683 or Suzanne 

Susswein 516-785-5680. Cards 

are $5 each or five for $20. 

Consider joining the Torah Fund 

Legacy Society with a bequest for 

the future. Go to this link https://

www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-

fund-legacy-society/ for more 

information. There is no mini-

mum gift required.  

Your contribution of any size to 

Torah Fund provides scholarships 

and programs for students at the 

five Conservative/Masorti Semi-

naries around the world that ed-

ucate our future Rabbis, Cantors, 

teachers, social workers and 

youth leaders. 

Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Carole Friedman 
Torah Fund Chair 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsc-yqrTIpGtxikC4tu9Y3POMQLWtwN8Yz#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsc-yqrTIpGtxikC4tu9Y3POMQLWtwN8Yz#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsc-yqrTIpGtxikC4tu9Y3POMQLWtwN8Yz#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsc-yqrTIpGtxikC4tu9Y3POMQLWtwN8Yz#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsc-yqrTIpGtxikC4tu9Y3POMQLWtwN8Yz#/registration
mailto:fredbbb@optonline.net
https://dtgnigdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ph8Iko0YfGXjvi9F9fvGSpm6x_AoSNVdoRe3Oq4h4befOioaM6FaMhsy_I4-jn9UkOCabxZG6fvykyIpPmYOXjdw0SXv3xLP4FRwRT_QpnWzqvGGcusmjEZ8KwuYcjA1nOfw-wNodEIG56FyXoDaTA==&c=mVZXr4pN4oiyEBIDuvEa9_y3WBFFnrovGt6HrLjUkiiU9oE-sJ66-Q==&ch=0yM
https://dtgnigdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ph8Iko0YfGXjvi9F9fvGSpm6x_AoSNVdoRe3Oq4h4befOioaM6FaMhsy_I4-jn9UkOCabxZG6fvykyIpPmYOXjdw0SXv3xLP4FRwRT_QpnWzqvGGcusmjEZ8KwuYcjA1nOfw-wNodEIG56FyXoDaTA==&c=mVZXr4pN4oiyEBIDuvEa9_y3WBFFnrovGt6HrLjUkiiU9oE-sJ66-Q==&ch=0yM
https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu
https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
https://www.jtsa.edu/hidden-page/torah-fund-legacy-society/
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BIRTHDAYS 
Suzanne Susswein 1/1 
Irwin Cohen  1/2 
Michael Ross  1/2 
Lawrence Cohen  1/7 
Donald Horowitz  1/7 
Seymour Susswein 1/7 
Stephen Zipper  1/7 
Joshua Genn  1/8 
Rick Shansky  1/10 
Esta Lachow  1/13 
Robert Goodstein  1/14 
Debra Marblestone 1/14 
Sherry Amowitz  1/16 
Richard Bockstein  1/16 
Alan Weinstein  1/16 
Jerald Wohlstetter  1/16 
Steve Salem  1/17 
David Slodki  1/18 
Selma N. Stern  1/19 
Wendy J. Trontz  1/20 
Larry Friedman  1/21 

Yuval Malkiel  1/21 
Samuel A. Scheinhaus 1/21 
Harvey Susman  1/21 
Phyliss Kayne  1/23 
Alvin Sedler  1/23 
Stephen J. Kressel  1/24 
Morey Solomon  1/24 
Barbara Nadel  1/25 
Eric List   1/26 
Marlene Scheinkopf 1/26 
Lawrence A. Beck  1/28 
Allan Buchalter  1/28 
Ab Roher  1/28 
Judith R. Kressel  1/29 
Nancy Cohen  1/30 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Mark & Kathy Perlman 1/18 
Richard & Harriet Schultz 1/18 
Charles & Phyllis Rothman 1/19 
Irving & Gita Freed 1/20 
  

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Sisterhood Book Discussion   

Sisterhood's Book Discussion 

Group met on Sunday, December 

15th at the Synagogue to discuss 

the novel "The Only Woman in 

the Room" by Marie Bene-

dict.  The meeting was well attend-

ed and the discussion about the 

book was very interesting. 

We will be meeting again on Sun-

day, February 2nd at 10:30 A.M. at 

the Synagogue for the next discus-

sion.  We will be speaking about 

the novel "The Women" by Kristin 

Hannah.   

This is the story of a young nurse 

who serves in the United States 

Army Nurse Corps during the Vi-

etnam War.  This is about one 

woman gone to war, but it shines a 

light on all women who put them-

selves in harm's way and whose 

sacrifice and commitment to their 

country has too often been for-

gotten. 

The real battle lies in coming 

home to a changed and divided 

America, to angry protesters and a 

country that wants to forget  

Vietnam. 

This a very interesting novel.  It is 

about deep friendships and bold 

patriotism.  We will have a lot to 

discuss! 

This is a very popular book - still 

on the best seller list.  Copies will 

be available at the Wantagh Public 

Library after January 2nd. 

Looking forward to seeing you 

then. 
Selma Stern 

Book Discussion Chairperson 
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Bikur cholim (also 

transliterated bikur ho-

lim) refers to the mitz-

vah (Jewish religious com-

mandment) to visit and 

extend aid to the sick. It 

is considered an aspect of 

gemilut chasadim 

(benevolence, selfless-

ness, loving-kindness). It 

is traditional to recite 

prayers for healing, such 

as the Mi Shebeirach 

prayer in the synagogue, 

and Psalms on behalf of 

the sick. Bikur holim soci-

eties exist in Jewish com-

munities around the 

world. The earliest bikur 

holim society on record 

dates to the early Middle 

Ages. The roots of bikur 

holim can be traced back 

to the Torah, when G-d 

visits Abraham after his 

circumcision (Genesis 

18:1). 

Here at Congrega-

tion Beth Tikvah our 

committee strives to 

keep in touch with 

members who are ill 

or even just need to 

have their day brightened 

a bit. We send cards, 

make phone calls, visit 

and may even provide a 

drive to an appointment 

or assist with occasional 

shopping.  

If you think you could 

assist with any of the 

above activities… I would 

love to have you join our 

committee. Please con-

tact Esta Lachow @ 516-

520-1546 for more infor-

mation.  

If you or someone you 

know may benefit from 

this, please contact Rabbi 

Weisblum @516-785-

2445 or 516-273-2748, 

or Esta Lachow @ 516-

520-1546. 
 

Shalom, 

Esta Lachow 
Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Bikur Cholim  

Committee  

Members 

Fran Bezerman 

Sandra Drummer 

Mollie Faber 

Helene Fruchter 

Sy Fruchter 

Leah Hartman 

Elaine Hearns 

Esther Kamlet 

Linda Katz 

Esta Lachow 

Glen Lachow 

Annie Lelonek 

Lynn Menzies 

Mara Moss 

Freya Novack 

Norma Raspler 

Marian Spitzer 

Suzanne & Sy Susswein 

Lucille Wechsler 

Bikur Cholim Committee News  

Page 14  

The BIKUR CHOLIM 

COMMITTEE is look-

ing for blank greeting 

cards that you would 

like to donate.  These 

cards are used to send 

speedy recovery and 

good wishes to those 

who are sick and recov-

ering from an illness.  

Please bring any cards 

you have to the office. 

Thank you. 

 

Tehillim, or Psalms, have been recited by Jews for thousands of years. These ancient prayers open our 

hearts and bring renewal and strength to our daily lives. We at CBT in conjunction with Bikur Cholim have 

formed a Tehillim Circle. Please join us on the second Tuesday of most months (on request) for our 

Tehillim Service for the healing of our sick. For specific schedules of services check our Shabbat Shalom or 

call Leah Hartman at home 516-221-5133 or cell 516-459-2021. The power of this group is that it utilizes 

the collective strengths of those who are saying the psalms together. Join us and bring the names of those 

persons to be included in our prayers. If you can’t make it, call the office with the person’s name and their 

mother’s name, and we will include the person’s name in our communal listing. 

Men’s Club  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzvah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzvah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altruism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altruism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chesed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mi_Shebeirach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
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CBT Receives Grant from Citizens Philanthropic Foundation  

and Investors Foundation 

 
     By Jo-Ann Hertzman — Corporate, Foundation & Media Relations 
 

                                                                                                                                                         

 
Congregation Beth Tikvah was recently awarded two generous grants: a $2,500 grant from  

Citizens Philanthropic Foundation and a $2,500 grant from Investors Foundation. The Citizens 

Philanthropic Foundation partnered with Investors Foundation to underwrite Congregation Beth 

Tikvah Times, the High Holiday and Membership Guide and our Spring Holiday Guide. 

 

 

 

Men’s Club  continued from Page 6 
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Sisterhood’s Holiday Shopping Day 

Sisterhood’s first Holiday Shopping Day on Sunday, De-

cember 8th, was a great success.  The Social Hall was 
sold out with 38 vendors and 42 table spaces sold. In 

addition, there was a Kosher Snack Bar and the Judaica 
Shop had brisk sales. 

We received great feedback from vendors, many of 

whom asked to be notified of next year’s Shopping Day. 
One vendor sent an email saying “Just wanted to say 

how much I enjoyed participating in your recent Holiday 
Shopping Day fair! Everybody was so kind and helpful!  

Your volunteer team was fabulous and made my time at 
your show quite enjoyable! Thanks for all your efforts in 

putting together a terrific fair!”   

We both send a HUGE thank you to the many Sister-
hood and Men’s Club members and volunteers who 

helped throughout the day moving the vendors into the 
social hall, helping them pack up at the end of the day, 

giving them bathroom and food breaks and generally 
making our vendors feel special.  Thanks to the volun-

teers for helping set up the room Saturday night, the 

Snack Bar Staff lead by Aaron Landman, the Judaica Shop 
workers, Cookie and Lenny Cohen for driving from 

Merrick to Seaford to put up our publicity signs and eve-
ryone who came to shop.    

We also wish to thank our Sisterhood members for 

helping us secure vendors; the Board members and vol-
unteers who helped publicize the event and distribute 

flyers; the Administration for their ongoing support, and 
the security volunteers and guards who kept everyone 

safe and directed traffic.  We are grateful to Patricia, 
Mario and her custodial staff for keeping the facility well 

maintained and for taking care of so many things 
throughout the day.   

The event would not have been such a success without 

the support of our entire CBT family.   

 
Karen Seltzer and Beth Stern    
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Sisterhood’s Chanukah Party 
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Chanukah Party! 
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CBT Sisterhood December 

Mitzvah Project 
On Wed., Dec. 18, at the Sisterhood Chanukah par-

ty, lots more toys were donated to complete our 

November Mitzvah of giving toys to needy children 

for the holidays, and the start of our December 

Mitzvah Project, donating personal hygiene prod-

ucts, paper goods, and cat & dog food started off 

beautifully as well, with lots of bags of "goodies" as 

well. See picture taken in CBT lobby! 

The first batch of toys were delivered to Goryeb 

Children's Hospital in Morristown, NJ.  

The second load of toys was delivered to Assembly-

man McDonough's Bellmore Office. 

Yasher koach to all Sisterhood and Temple Members 

who give so generously to help make mitzvahs for 

those less fortunate!  

Let's keep these mitzvahs going throughout the sec-

ular new year! 

Jody joins me in wishing all a very happy, HEALTHY 

2025! 

 
Susan Wald 

Sisterhood Social Action co-chairwoman 
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LET’S CONTINUE TO HELP OUR IDF 

Are we still sending supplies to assist the IDF? The answer is “YES” 

because unfortunately, the war is ongoing.  To continue this more 

efficiently, I am asking that specific supplies be ordered on Amazon but 

shipped directly to the location where we are packing duffel bags for 

shipment to Israel. 

Among the items most requested by IDF commanders both in Gaza and 

in the North are: 

 

• WETOLS Multitools $23.99 each 
• RISEN Israeli Bandage Vacuum Sterile Compression Bandages 

$12.99 each  

• JUSAID Tourniquet, $19.99/3-pack, or other similar brand                           

• NOOLA 3-Liter Hydration Backpack $35.99 each 
• DURACLEANSE Shower Alternative Body Wipes 100 (2-pack of 50) 

$30.99  

• RHINO-RESCUE Hemostatic Gauze 4” x 35” $19.99 each                

• WADEO 7200w Windproof Camping Stove $37.99 

 
You can open the link https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-

view/12ZQ2DVTVIQPK Just be sure that you have any items ordered 

shipped to: 
Duffel Bags for Israel                                                                                                       

c/o Terri Ackerman                                                                                                           

SYJCC                                                                                                                        

74 Hauppauge Rd                                                                                                              

Commack, NY 11725 

There are many other items on the Amazon registry as well, so I 

encourage you to refer to the list. I realize that many of these items are 

costly, but they will make the effort for our soldiers easier and for some 

of the items, they will save precious lives.  

 

Len Cohen 516-521-9506  Len111Rx@gmail.com 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/12ZQ2DVTVIQPK
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/12ZQ2DVTVIQPK
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Open Sundays 
10 AM– 2 PM 
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Calendar  
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Please Note: 

 

Virtual Morning Minyan: 

Sundays @ 9:00 AM 

Monday @ 8:00 AM 

Thursday @ 8:00 AM 

 

Virtual Evening Minyan: 

Monday @ 8:00 PM 

Thursday @ 8:00 PM 

 

Fri Evening Services 8 PM  

Sat Morning Services 10 AM 

 

JULIETS meets Thursdays  

12 noon-4:00 PM 

 

 

W 1/1  New Year's Day - Office Closed  

M 1/6  Support Group 11:00 AM 

Tu 1/7  Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 1/8  Sisterhood General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 1/9  Executive Council Meeting 8:30 PM 

Su 1/12  Men's Club Bowling 9:30 AM 

Tu 1/14  Lecture Series 7:30 PM 

M 1/20  Martin Luther King Day  

Tu 1/21  Men's Club General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 1/23  Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

Su 1/26  Congregation Meeting 10:15 AM 

   Virtual Bingo 6:20 PM 

W 1/29  Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Su 2/2  Men's Club Bowling 9:30 AM 

   Sisterhood Book Discussion 10:30 AM 

M 2/3  Support Group 11:00 AM 

Tu 2/4  Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 2/5  Sisterhood General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 2/6  Executive Council Meeting 8:30 PM 

Su 2/9  Israel Bond Breakfast 9:45 AM 

Tu 2/11  Ritual Committee Meeting 7:00 PM 

   Lecture Series 7:30 PM 

Th 2/13  Executive Council Budget Meeting 8:00 PM 

Sa 2/15  Tu B'Shvat Seder 12:00 PM 

Tu 2/18  Men's Club Movie Night 6:00 PM 

Th 2/20  Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

Su 2/23  Argyle Theatre - Jersey Boys 2:00 PM 

W 2/26  Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 2/27  Board of Trustees Budget Meeting 8:00 PM 
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CONGREGATION 

BETH TIKVAH 

3710 Woodbine Avenue 
Wantagh NY  11793 

 

FRIDAY January 3/ 4 Tevet 

 Candle Lighting   4:22 PM  

SATURDAY January 4 

  Vayigash     10:00 AM  

 

 

FRIDAY January 10 / 11 Tevet 

 Candle Lighting   4:28 PM   

SATURDAY January 11   

 Vay’chi    10:00 AM  

 

 

FRIDAY January 17/ 18 Tevet 

 Candle Lighting   4:36 PM 

SATURDAY January 18 

  Shemot     10:00 AM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY January 24/ 25 Tevet 

 Candle Lighting   4:44 PM  

SATURDAY January 25 

  Vaera      10:00 AM  

 

 

FRIDAY January 31/ 3 Sh’vat 

 Candle Lighting   4:53 PM  

SATURDAY February 1 

  Bo      10:00 AM  

 
 

 

 

DAILY MINYAN: 

 Sunday Morning   9:00 AM 

 Civic Holidays   8:00 AM 

 Monday, Thursday &  

         Rosh Chodesh      8:00 AM 

 Evening Minyan (when requested) 8:00 PM 

Schedule of Services/Candle Lighting 

VOLUME 12 

Mailed January 2, 2024 

Congregation Beth Tikvah is a proud  

member of The United Synagogue of  

Conservative Judaism. 


