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From the Rabbi’s Desk    

Dear Congregants, 
 
Educator and scientist, David 

Starr Jordan, best remembered 

for his extensive research of 

North American fish, once 

wrote, "Be life long or short, its 

completeness depends on what it 

was lived for." How we use our 

time in the physical world mat-

ters. What do we want to ac-

complish while we are here?  

How will we be remembered by 

our loved ones?   

 

In Judaism, we speak about ful-

filling our missions on Earth and 

being part of a vast eternal plan. 

The famous author, Richard 
Bach, who penned the allegorical 

fable Jonathan Livingston Seagull, 

wrote, “Here is the test to find 

whether your mission on Earth is 

finished: if you are alive, it isn’t!”  

Our busy lives are quite full.  We 

pray that the Almighty grants “us 

a heart of wisdom as we number 

our days.”  Each day is a gift that 

we are given and we are duty-

bound to use that gift wisely.  

Life, with all its ups and downs, 

certainly poses many challenges 

and tests along the way, but Rab-

bi Nachman of Breslov, a great 

18th-century Chassidic philoso-

pher and mystic, said we must 

not be afraid, but rather serve 

our Creator with joy, hope and 

faith.  As the expression goes 

"May we go from simcha to sim-

cha" and strength to strength.    

 

While counting the Omer from 

Passover to Shavuot, we are 

presented with many other com-

memorative opportunities that 

give our days weight and mean-

ing. Six days after Passover, dur-

ing Yom HaShoah, we remember 

the six million Jews who were 

tragically tortured and killed in 

the Holocaust. This is followed, 

three days later, with Rosh Cho-

desh, as we usher in the new 

Hebrew month of Iyar, the 

month of healing.  The following 

week is the Israeli Memorial Day, 

Yom HaZikaron, followed imme-

diately by the Israeli Memorial 

Day of Yom Haatzma’ut.   

 

Then, on the 18th of Iyar and the 

33rd day of counting the Omer, 

we celebrate Lag Baomer, re-

membering the plague that mer-

cifully stopped so that no student 

of Rabbi Akiva died.  The follow-

ing Sunday, Mother’s Day, arrives 

just four days before Yom 

Yerushalayim, which celebrates 

the liberation of Jerusalem after 

the 1967 Six-Day War. The next 

day, Hebron Day, cheers the 

liberation of that holy city. And 

then, immediately afterwards, we 

begin the cycle all over again as 

we greet Rosh Chodesh Sivan 

and prepare for the joyous holi-

day of Shavuot. This involves 

imagining the giving of our Torah, 

studying passages from the Book 

of Ruth and savoring sweet dairy 

foods, like cheesecake and ice 

cream. Finally, just a few days 

later, all of America proudly joins 

together to remember her own 

fallen heroes with parades and 

picnics on Memorial Day.  

Needless to say, this coming 

month will give us ample oppor-

tunity to relive our history and 

reflect on our reason for exist-

ence.  How are we spending our 

time on this Earth?   

 

Do we appreciate the gift of life 

that the Almighty has bestowed 

upon us?   

 

I encourage each of you to think 

about your lives and your mis-
sions.  Join me and other mem-

bers of the congregation as we 

discuss these topics and their 

application in our weekly bible 

class here at Beth Tikvah, occur-

ring every Shabbat at 9 am. To-

gether, we’ll learn how to put 

our knowledge into action and 

take an active part in the events 

of the synagogue. As we move 

from event to event, we’ll let the 

wisdom of the Talmud guide us 

to "be bold as a leopard, light as 

an eagle, swift as a doe and 

strong as a lion” so that we can 

fulfill the will of the Almighty.  

The Almighty’s commandments 

and these special times are in-

tended to enhance the value and 

enjoyment of life, yet not in a 

gloomy and discouraging manner. 

Let us celebrate these days to-

gether, here at Beth Tikvah!      

                         

The Award Winning 

 Continued on Page 6 



Please feel free to contact:  

Gail Jeby-Levy 

president@congbt.org 

Message from the President  
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Celebrate your birthday, 

anniversary, or any special 

occasion with us and 

sponsor a  

Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat.  

Please call   

Bruce Hartman 

516-974-6647 

 

The Congregation  

Beth Tikvah Times  

is published monthly by  

Congregation Beth Tikvah 

 3710 Woodbine Ave. 

Wantagh, New York  

11793 

516-785-2445 

Check us out on the Web 

at: 

http://www.congbt.org 

 

CBT thanks Investors Foundation for its generous grant to underwrite  

Congregation Beth Tikvah Times. 

Gail Jeby-Levy 

During the month of April, we 

all watched and participated in 

both uplifting and sad programs 

in person and via zoom: a won-

derful Passover Community 

Seder, Yom Ha’Atzamaut 

(celebrating the 75th Anniversary 

of Israel Independence Day), a 

Symphonic Pops of Long Island 

Concert, a special presentation 

by the Nassau County 7th Pre-

cinct on senior citizens scams, 

grand larcenies and hate crimes, 

and on Hom HaShoah, a very 

moving documentary entitled 

“One Survivor Remembers”.  

 

After viewing and participating 

in these programs, I realized 

that the one theme that the sad 
events portrayed was hate, 

man’s inhumanity to man, the 

disregard for human life, while 

the uplifting ones portrayed a 

human resilience and need to 

never give up but move forward 

and succeed. Holding these 

thoughts in my mind, I began to 

reflect on the many negative 

events taking place today 

around the planet, antisemitism, 

bigotry, hatred, and death. And 

the thought came into my head 

that sometimes it is refreshing 

to stand back, pause for a mo-

ment and enjoy a good laugh!   

Comedy never changes, 

 

 

 it’s either funny or it’s not. 

Comedy is more than interest-

ing and amusing, it’s one of the 

few things that can change one’s 

mood, and it can change how 

one feels and it can give one a 

new reality. In the moment of a 

laugh, you forget every problem 

you ever had.  

 

The Bible says: 

"A merry heart doeth good like 

a medicine, but a broken spirit 

drieth the bones.." In our pre-

sent troubled world, watching 

and listening to some Jewish 

humor is just what the Jewish 

doctor ordered! We can't just 

sit there in misery and negativi-

ty. Even in the concentration 
camps, Jews were humorous. 

Research has revealed that the 

Jews in concentration camps 

created plays, told jokes be-

cause the only thing they could 

do was laugh at their own pre-

dicament, sad as it was, because 

there was no other escape and 

the only other alternative was 

to go crazy altogether! Feeling 

different, feeling alienated, feel-

ing persecuted, feeling that the 

only way you can deal with the 

world is to laugh because if you 

don't laugh you're going to cry 

and never stop crying -- that's 

probably what's responsible for 

the Jews having developed such 

a great sense of humor.  

The people who had the great-

est reason to weep, learned 

more than anyone else how to 

laugh. Let this congregation be 

like sunshine and be a joy and a 

blessing in everyone's life! 

 

Following are a few laughter 

tidbits that will hopefully make 

you smile: When the first per-

son lands on Mars, he/she will 

be greeted by the local Chabad 

rabbi! 

 

Chutzpah is a Yiddish word 

meaning gall, brazen nerve, ef-

frontery, sheer guts plus arro-

gance; it's Yiddish and as Leo 

Rosten writes, "no other word 

and no other language can do it 
justice.”  

 

This example is better than 

1,000 words... 

 

THE ESSENCE OF 

CHUTZPAH… 

 

A little old lady sold pretzels on 

a street corner for 25 cents 

each. Every day a young man 

would leave his office building at 

lunchtime, and as he passed the 

pretzel stand, he would leave 

her a quarter, but never take a 

pretzel. This went on for more 

than 3 years. The two of them 

never spoke.  

 

Continued  on Page 6 



YAHRZEITS: 

Bertha Stahl by Alice Eckstein 
Zvi Ciemny by Bruce & Leah Hart-

man 

William Schultz by Richard Schultz 

Helen Rolnicki by Gary & Ada Marcus 

Florence Gold by Marlene Horowitz 
Bertha Krissof by Lester & Ronnie 

Steinberg 

Zvi Ciemny by Sheila Ciemny 

Susan Cohen by Solomon Cohen 
Jacob Shapiro by Stu & Marilyn Spec-

tor 
Isidore Block by Richard & Sandy 

Slutzah 
Helen Itzkowitz by Loren & Lois 

Schifman 

Murray Blumenthal by Alice Eckstein 

Jerry Stahl by Alice Eckstein 
Gertrude Pollack by Annette 

Schwartzman 

Esther Joltin by Doris Joltin 

Joseph Zuch by Andy & Sharon Zuch 

 

 

Paul Greenberg by Sheila Greenberg 
Aunt Sadie Polonsky by Richard & 

Sherry Bockstein 
Bernard Moskowitz by Sheila Green-

berg 

Elliot Epstein by Phyllis Malcmacher 

Julia Friedman by Larry Friedman 

Anna Wekselblatt by Debbie Kravitz 
Esther Kaplinsky by Sandy Slutzah & 

Linda Katz & Families 
Benjamin Kaplinsky by Sandy Slutzah & 

Linda Katz & Families 

Sandra Slutzah & Linda Katz & Families 

Lillian Berke by Adele Schecker 

Bessie Turner by Mona Posner 
Bernard Moskowitz by Sheila Green-

berg 
Miriam Kershner by Walter & Elaine 

Hearns 

Mayer Sekler by Rochelle Sekler 

Martin Goldberg by Judy Horowitz 

Sidney Stein by Freya Novack 
Marsha Resnick by Stanley & Lorraine 

Levin 

 

Donations 

Page 3 May 2023/Iyar 5783  

Please Note: 

The minimum cost of a 

donation to appear is $14. 

Helen Leibowitz by Stephen 

Leibowitz 
Zelda Terkeltoub by Alvin & Min-

na Sedler 

Pearl Levine by Adele Schecker 
Dr. Milton Haveson by Larry & 

Shelley Slutsky 

Martin Joltin by Doris Joltin 
George Katz by Linda Katz & Fam-

ily 
Ruth Goch by Harvey & Doris 

Greenberg 
Lillian Perlman by Mark & Kathy 

Perlman 

Jack Shulman by Sherry Cohen 

Chaim Satz by Rachel Kleinfeld 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on 11 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES: 
In Honor of 

Alan & Mollie Faber's grandson’s 

birth, Benjamin Akiva by Mike & 

Maddy Ross 
Their grandson, Andrew Baker, 

for leading a Friday night service in 

April by Richard & Sandy Slutzah 
In Memory of Eileen Buchalter by: 
Jerry & Helene Wohlstetter 
Estelle Friedman 
Mike & Maddy Ross 
Stu & Marilyn Spector 
The 6 million Jews that lost their 

lives in the Holocaust by Mona 

Posner 
 

 

 

SHIVA MEAL 
In Memory of Eileen Buchalter by: 
Richard & Sandy Slutzah 
Reva Wolitzky 
  
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 
Thanks so much to Rabbi 

Weisblum for adding my brother-

in-law, Steven Wood, to the Mi 

Shebeirach list.  

By Susan Wald  
 

OPEN THE GATES 
In Memory of Eileen Buchalter: 
Irving & Gita Freed 
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We are sure that you 

have noticed the 

Tree of Life in the 

Lobby of our Syna-

gogue! There are 

plenty of Leaves      

available to com-

memorate a Special 

Occasion. How 

about a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah Leaf or a 

Leaf for a New Baby 

in the  Family?  
Please call Esther 

Kamlet @ 516-735-

0796 
 

Buy your Leaf now! 
Esther Kamlet 

 

TREE OF LIFE   

Marilyn & Stu Spector and Helene & Sy 

Fruchter thank our CBT friends for all their 

good wishes on behalf of Marilyn & Stu's 

grandson's first birthday and Helene & Sy’s 

25th anniversary. A special thank you to 

Bruce for the beautiful kiddush. 

 

The long awaited Military Bridge was held on 

Mar. 15th. This first successful event was a lot 

of laughs and fun and most of all made mon-

ey for CBT. None of this could have been 

possible without the help of some very spe-

cial people. First and foremost Faye Rothen-

berg who stored, schlepped, and help set up. 

Next, Linda Shumsey, Carole Goldberg, Su-

zanne Susswein, Leah Hartman, Barbara Ep-

stein, Louise Goldberg, Patricia (our custodi-

an), Bruce Hartman, Neil Bezerman, Bob 

Cooper and last but not least—the best hus-

band and major supporter and tremen-

dous helper Walter Hearns. 

TODAH RABAH one and all. 

Elaine Hearns 

 

I want to thank the following people for all 

of their help in making this years Community 

Seder, which was attended by 60 people, a 

success: Bob Cooper, SaraLynn Grandison, 

Dori Kahn, Ab Roher, Fran Rosenberg, Mad-

dy Ross, Sandy Shuchman and her sister Di-

ane, Selma and Harold Stern. A special 

thanks to Gita Freed and of course our Rab-

bi Weisblum. 

Barbara Epstein 

 

 
  

Condolences 

It with deep regret that we announce 

the passing of our longtime congregant, 

Eileen Buchalter, on April 13, 2023. Ei-

leen was a long time member and past 

president of the ICC in Levittown. Our 

condolences to her husband Allan and 

the entire family.       

 

 

 

May God comfort them among the 

mourners of Zion and Jerusalem  

Mazel Tov 

Mollie & Alan Faber on the birth of their 

grandson, Benjamin Akiva, who was born on 

April 5, 2023. The proud parents are Pamela 

& Matt Shearman.  

 

  

 

  

  
 

Speedy Recovery 

Cele Goldenberg 
 

 

  

 

 



 

If any group or club wishes to have publicity for an 

event published in local weekly papers, Jewish Week, 

Newsday etc. please e-mail all information to  

Bob Cooper at 

 

flyingbob@brianel.com 

680-3003 

 

At least 5 weeks before the event. 

Publicity 
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Friday May 12 at 6 PM 

Jerry Friedman Membership Dinner 

Followed by services at  8 PM  

 

  

Coming Events  

Announcements 

DOLLARS FOR DONATIONS 

Do you have a household item you want to sell? 

List it in the CBT Times, and 100% of the proceeds of the sale will be donated to Congregation Beth Tik-

vah. For example, if you have a chair that you no longer want, you can list it for sale in the Beth Tikvah 

Times with the selling price, and a fellow congregant can buy it. 100% the proceeds will go back to Congre-

gation Beth Tikvah. Email your name, phone number, item description, picture of the item and what price 

you would like to list it for to NEIL BEZERMAN at neilbez@optonline.net.  

 

 

MONTHLY TEHILLIM PRAYER GROUP 

Anyone interested in reciting tehillim of strength, gratitude or healing see Leah Hartman or Fran Rosenberg 

for details. This will occur on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, meeting in the shul library.  

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

To all congregants the Gift Certificates program obligation for Fiscal year 2022/23 will shortly close on June 

15, 2023.  Please continue to buy certificates in the following weeks to meet that deadline. If you need to 

know how much you have purchased so far contact Sol Zweben at 516-795-5499 or e-mail me 

sol.zweben@artintel.net  

Sol Zweben, Gift Certificate Chairman 

  

 

LEARN CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 

Interested in learning conversational Hebrew with the Rabbi?  If interested, please call the office. We are 

trying to organize a morning, afternoon, evening or possibly Sunday class. Why not give it a try!!!!!!! 

 
 

 

  

mailto:sol.zweben@artintel.net
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Rabbi continued from Page 1 

At this time of the season, the boats at the 

Wantagh Park harbor are once again pre-

paring to venture out onto the water.  

Similarly, we at Beth Tikvah have created 

our own marina, a spiritual dock where 

you can always find safety from the storm 

and a place to anchor yourself and your 

families, as you learn how to steer your 

lives in the right direction. Our Sages re-

mind us to consider three things to help 

along that voyage, especially when the 

waters get rough: 1) Remember where 

you come from 2) Remember where you 

are going and 3) Remember before whom 

you will have to render an account of your 

doings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May all your days be blessed, 
  

Rabbi Moshe Weisblum, 
PhD 
 
 

President continued from Page 2 

One day, as the young man passed the old 

lady's stand and left his quarter, as usual, 

the pretzel lady spoke to him. Without 

blinking an eye she said: "They're 35 cents 

now.” 

 

At an Orthodox wedding the bride's 

mother is pregnant. 

At a Conservative wedding, the bride is 

pregnant. 

At a Reform wedding, the rabbi is preg-

nant. 

At a Reconstructionist wedding both the 

rabbi and her wife are pregnant. 

 

A man stormed into Moshe’s Bakery and 

confronted Moshe. "Do you know what 

happened to me?” he demanded. “I found 

a fly in the raisin bread I bought from you 

yesterday.” Moshe gave a palms-up shrug 
and replied, “Nu, so you’ll bring me the fly 

and I’ll give you a raisin.” 

 

 

Finally, as Mel Brooks once said: “HUMOR 

IS JUST ANOTHER DEFENSE AGAINST 

THE UNIVERSE.” 

 

And you all thought I had no humor in 

me!!!!! 

 

Hope this article at least made some of 

you smile. Be well and safe. 

 

 

Shalom 

Gail R. Jeby -Levy 
President 
  



Men’s Club 

Officers 

President: Dave Kamlet 

1st. VP: Jody Wald 

2nd VP: TBD 

Treasurer: Harvey 

Greenberg 

Recording Sec’y: Aaron 

Landman 

Interim Religious Activi-

ties VP: Sy Susswein 

Corresponding Sec’y: 

TBD 

 

Board of Directors 

Norman Cohen 

Gary Davis 

Jerry Lutzker 

Steve Stein 

Richard Rosenkrantz 

Jerry Sclair 

Harvey Rabinowitz 

 

Past Presidents (Not 

voted on; automatic 

board members) 

Ab Roher 

Glen Lachow 

Bruce Hartman 

Larry Slutsky 

Sol Zweben 

Stu Spector 

Irv Freed 

Ron Schwartz 

 
Until the next time, 

 

Shalom, 

 

Dave 

Activities have been rela-

tively quiet since our last 

article, what with the hol-

idays of Purim and Passo-

ver during that time span. 

 

Currently we are in the 

process of planning our 

late Springtime activities 

and we will keep you up-

dated shortly. 

 

We are getting close to 

the FJMC recognition of 

our nominee, Harvey 

Greenberg and will have 

final details in the upcom-

ing days. Look for emails 

with the information. 

 

Here are the nominees 

for next year. The slate 

will be presented at our 

April general meeting and 

voted upon at our May 

general meeting. Dates 

and reminders will be 

sent via email. 
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Dave Kamlet  

Chavurah 

Chavurah is busy looking into 

events for next year. Any one 

with any ideas can forward 

them to us and we will gladly 

look into it. In the meantime, 

join us on Sunday, June 4th at 

Wantagh Park at 1PM for our 

annual chavurah picnic. No 

RSVP necessary, just bring 

lunch and a chair!  

 

 

Unfortunately prices have gone up 

which will impact all our 

events. Whatever little profit Cha-

vurah makes is donated back to 

CBT. We try to keep costs 

down. Please come on down to 

support us. All are welcome. 

 
The Chavurettes, 

Sandy Slutzah & Linda 
Katz  

 

  Linda Katz               Sandy Slutzah 
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I hope everyone had a good 

Passover.  I’m glad to be back 

to write the May article for 

Beth Tikvah Times.  

 

I want to thank all the women 

who kept Sisterhood moving 

smoothly during the winter 

months while I was away. A 

special thank you to Rose 
Treshan, Regina Leaf and Mari-

lyn Spector for taking care of 

the monthly meetings. Thank 

you to Nell Landman and Mari-

lyn Spector for writing the 

articles for the Tikvah Times. It 

is wonderful to know that we 

have such dedicated members 

who can be counted on to 

keep Sisterhood going.  

 

Thank you Rose Treshan for 

organizing and coordinating 

Sisterhood Shabbat. Thanks 

also to the many Sisterhood 

members who participated in 

the program. It was wonderful 

to have Barbara Kaplan, the 

President of the BQLI Region 

of Women’s League for Con-

servative Judaism attend the 

event and speak to the Congre-

gation. 

 
The Sisterhood Annual Fashion 

Show will be held on May 3rd. A 

dynamic evening is planned. If 

you have not paid yet, what are 

you waiting for? It’s going to be 

a great evening.  

 

The next Sisterhood Book 

Club will meet on May 21st 

(Sunday) at 10:30 AM via Zoom. 

The title of the novel is The 

Latecomer by Jean Hanff Kore-

litz. Copies of the book will be 

available at the Wantagh Li-

brary.   

 

Please do not hesitate to come 

to a Sisterhood meeting or 

contact me and volunteer. We 

always need you. 

 

Doris  
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

Sisterhood 

Doris Joltin 

Torah Fund Campaign 

Have you tried sending Torah Fund e-

cards? It’s easy, convenient and you can 

save on the postage and help save some 

trees. The cards are $5 each online and 

include all your favorites as well as a 

new birthday card not yet available in 

paper form. All you need is the recipi-

ent’s email address and a credit card.  

Go to https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu 

 
Paper Torah Fund greeting cards: Sym-

pathy, Get Well, Thank You, Friendship, 

New Baby and blank note cards are 

available for donations of $5 per card or 

$20 for five cards. Please contact one of 

the following people for cards: Yola 

Davis 516-826-9660, Louise Goldberg 

516-735-6008, Norma Raspler 516-541-

3471 or Elaine Stein 516-694-5683.  

 
This year’s theme is Chazak v’Ematz (Be 

Strong and Courageous). If you would 

like to become a benefactor and receive 

the current pin as a thank you gift call or 

email me, Carole Friedman, to make a 

pledge of at least $180, send a check to 

Congregation Beth Tikvah Sisterhood 

(write Torah Fund on the memo line) or 

use a credit card by going to https://

inspired.jtsa.edu and clicking on 

“Donate”. I can be reached at either 516

-783-1954 or fredbbb@optonline.net. 
 

We are also still accepting donations to 

the “Creating New Spaces” Campaign of 

Torah Fund which will be used to fund 

two projects: a new undergraduate Resi-

dence Hall Study Space at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary and a special 

course of training for rabbinical students 

at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 

entitled “Women’s League Institute on 

Gender Bias and Harassment”. If you 

would like your donation to go to this 

project please indicate “Spaces” on the 

memo line of your check. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember your donations to Torah 

Fund support the future Rabbis, Can-

tors, teachers and youth leaders of the 

Conservative/Masorti Movement study-

ing at the five seminaries in New York, 

California, Jerusalem, Buenos Aires, 

Argentina and Potsdam, Germany.  

Thank you. 

 

Carole Friedman 

Torah Fund Chair 

 

https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu
https://inspired.jtsa.edu
https://inspired.jtsa.edu
mailto:fredbbb@optonline.net
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Gary Spiegel 5/1 

Joyce Epstein 5/2 

Louise A. Goldberg 5/5 

Jerry Lutzker5/5 

Joseph Malcmacher 5/5 

Rochelle Slutsky 5/5 

Elaine Hearns 5/6 

Adele Schecker 5/7 

Jacklyn Lerner 5/9 

Harold Stern 5/10 

 

 

Sharon Zuch 5/11 

Carol Bergman5/13 

Bernice Slutzman 5/13 

Barbara Pfaff 5/15 

Eugene Sheiman 5/15 

Sandra Slutzah 5/15 

Keren Liss 5/16 

Maxine Silbergleit 5/18 

Lauren Nehrebecki 5/20 

Lawrence Lerner 5/23 

 

 

Mark Perlman 5/24 

Laura Lelonek  5/25 

Kenneth Honig 5/26 

Dean Stollow 5/26 

Anna Cohen 5/27 

Eleanor Extract 5/28 

Marc Liss 5/29 

Michael Goldmacher 

5/30 

Linda Zipper 5/31 

  

  

May Birthdays 

Sisterhood Book Discussion   

Sisterhood's Book Discussion Group's 

next meeting will be on Sunday, May 

21st at 10:30 A.M. on Zoom.  We will 

be talking about the novel "The Late-

comer" by Jean Hanff Korelitz. We will 

not be using the novel that was origi-

nally scheduled to be discussed be-

cause copies of the book were not 

readably available. 

 

This novel follows the story of the 

wealthy New York City based Op-

penheimer family.  There are three 

siblings born to their parents during 

the early days of IVF.  This complex 

novel builds slowly and deliberate-

ly.  It touches on the topics of grief 

and guilt, generational trauma, privi-

lege and race, traditions and religion, 

and family dynamics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a profound and witty family story 

from an accomplished author, known 

for the depth of her character studies, 

expertly woven story lines, and plot 

twists. 

 

There will be many topics that we will 

be talking about. Please join us for 

what should be a very interesting dis-

cussion.  Copies of the novel will be 

available at the Wantagh Public Li-

brary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CBT greatly benefits from your 

participation and it doesn’t cost 

you anything extra. You can 

defer the $100 year-end charge 

as well. 

 

Cards from many local supermar-

kets are available and in stock!  

 

We also have on hand a small 

inventory of cards from some 

great stores and restaurants that 

are usually only available by spe-

cial order.  Bed, Bath & Beyond 

and Target are stores that many 

of us shop in.  

 

Restaurants that we have inven-

tory on are Starbucks, Cheese-

cake Factory, Outback and Ruby 

Tuesday.   

 

If you would like to purchase any 

gift cards, please call me at (516) 

532-6827 to place your orders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for your support of this 

most important program. 

 

Sol Zweben 
(516) 532-6827 

 

Support Congregation Beth Tikvah -  Why Participate in the Gift Card  

Program? 

Shul Gifts  

Tree of  Life                          

$125 

Contact Esther Kamlet   

735-0796 

 

Memorial Plaque $235 

Contact Jody Wald  

785-5417 

 

Etz Chayim Chumash                                        

$75 

Contact the office 

 

 

Lev Shalem Machzor 

$36 - Contact the office 

 

Stand up Basic Kiddush   

starting at  $250 

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Stand up Basic Oneg    

starting at  $175 

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Jerry Friedman Memori-

al Walkway $75/brick 

Contact Dave Kamlet or 

Lorraine Levin  

There are many happy occa-

sions in our lives; births, 

marriages, engagements, 

anniversaries, bris, bar/bat 

mitzvah, birthdays, baby 

namings etc… 

If you would like to share 

your joy with us by purchas-

ing a gift from our shul, 

some of the costs are listed 

below. If you have a loss in 

your life, perhaps you would 

like to make a gift to our 

shul that will memorialize 

your loved one.  
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Haftarot 
Anyone who is interested in chanting a 

Haftarah, please contact Leah Hart-

man @ anmsmama@verizon.net.  

Thank  you. 

SUBMITTING ARTICLES FOR THE  

NEWSLETTER 
If you are submitting an article please e-mail it to us at ifreed16@yahoo.com. 

If possible, please submit your article in the text of your e-mail because we 

cannot always open your attachments. If you are submitting a flyer to be 

placed in the newsletter, either e-mail it to us or put the flyer in the newslet-

ter mailbox in the shul office. 

 
All articles and flyers should be submitted by the 15th of the 

month  for the next newsletter.  

Gita & Irving Freed 

mailto:ifreed@optonline.net
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Social Action by Beth Goldberg  
Please note: The views expressed in the following column is solely those of 
the author and do not, in any way, express the views of the CBT or its 

members.  

A new installation at the New York 

UN headquarters was the second 
"Book of Names" that alphabetically 

lists 4.8 million Holocaust victims. 
The Jewish victims have their 

names, birth dates and hometowns 
listed. This is the final tribute to 

recognize those who were mur-
dered any who the Nazis tried to 

deprive identification as human be-
ings by putting numbers on their 

arms.  
 

Even though the UN was estab-
lished to ensure that the Holocaust 

would never be repeated, Iran 
called for the eradication of Israel 
while denying that the Holocaust 

ever took place. This Book of 
Names will be installed permanently 

at the Yad Vashem complex on the 
Mount of Remembrance in Jerusa-

lem. Those murdered deserve to be 
remembered.  

 
Recently a webinar about the Holo-

caust was hosted by Congregation 
Shaarei Shalom was presented on 

Zoom and attended by seven hun-
dred people. Journalist Marvin Kalb, 

who was close friends with Elie 
Weisel, shared some of the high-

lights from dialogues with him. Elie 

believed that silence in the face of 
injustice is unacceptable. We should 

take the threats of Israel's enemies 
seriously. He believed that the op-

posite of life and hate is indiffer-
ence. Neutrality makes you an ac-

complice. He believed in God and 
that Monotheism got us out of 

Egypt and on the road to freedom. 
The first commandment and the 

first US amendment connect us to 
God.  Elie Weisel was an outstand-

ing teacher and communicator 
whose most memorable achieve-

ment was highlighting the unique-
ness of the Holocaust. There were 
conditions in Germany and so many 

factors that came together to cre-
ate a government program designed 

to exterminate a people. Yet he 
always believed in the assertion of 

God.  
 

In the US and all over the world 
there is a project called The 

"Butterfly Project" where partici-
pants paint a mini ceramic butterfly 

that represents the life of one of the 
million and a half children that were 

murdered during the Holocaust. 
You are give a bio of the murdered 

child in 

whose name 
you are 

painting the 
butterfly. 

After the 
ceramic but-

terflies are 
baked in a kiln they are assembled 

into an artistic design that is mount-
ed. I am happy to share that I have 

sponsored this project at the Man-
del Jewish Center through the Jew-

ish Foundation in West Hartford 
and that it will be dedicated on May 

4th.  
 
Another innovative educational pro-

ject and Holocaust educational tool 
was a replica of a cattle car that was 

set up in Times Square in honor of 
Holocaust Remembrance day.  It 

gave tourists the opportunity to 
step inside and see a film projected 

on four walls, detailing the horrors 
of the Holocaust. This is an effective 

way to create awareness and com-
bat antisemitism. We must always 

remember.  
 

Beth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donations continued from Page 3 



Bikur Cholim, or visiting the 

sick, is more than an act of 

charity; it is a command-

ment that is considered 

binding on all Jews. The im-

portance of visiting the sick 

was underscored when G-d 

visited Abraham after he 

was circumcised (Genesis 

17:26-18:1).  In the act of 

visiting Abraham when he 

was ill, G-d set a precedent 

for the Jewish people.  Bikur 

Cholim is a paradigm for 

interpersonal relationships.  

“And you shall love your 

neighbor as your-

self” (Leviticus 19:18).   

 

The performance of this 

mitzvah links us to all gener-

ations and connects us as 

one people to each other 

and to all humanity through 

the G-dly attributes of com-

passion and loving-kindness.   

 

We at Congregation Beth 

Tikvah  have such a 

viable committee, 

which has been keep-

ing in touch with 

some of our mem-

bers who have been 

ill or in an adult facility.   

 

We not only visit, we make 

telephone calls, send cards, 

shop for groceries and have 

been driving some of our 

extended family to their 

appointments.  We have 

made the commitment to 

care for one another, and 

bring the strength of com-

munity and connection of 

our Jewish heritage to our   

Congregation Beth Tikvah 

Family.  

 

Please help us help our con-

gregants. If we aren’t aware 

of who is in need, we are 

unable to assist them. So 

please call either Rabbi 

Weisblum @ 516-785-2445 

or 516-273-2748; or Louise 

Goldberg @ 516-735-6008.  

 

I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of 

our committee members 

for the wonderful job they 

are doing:  

 

 

 

 

Fran Bezerman 

Mollie Faber     

Helene Fruchter          

Sy Fruchter        

Cele Goldenberg     

Leah Hartman  

Elaine Hearns    

Renate Hirsch              

Esther Kamlet      

Joy Kipnes   
Debby Kravitz                    

Lynn Menzies      

Marilyn Newman 

Ray Newman 

Freya Novack 

Norma Raspler 

Adele Schecker 

Ben Schnapper                 

Richard Schultz 

Marian Spitzer 

Lucille Wechsler 

  

Shalom,   

Louise A. Goldberg  
Chairperson 

 

  

Bikur Cholim News  
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The BIKUR CHOLIM 

COMMITTEE is look-

ing for blank greeting 

cards that you would 

like to donate.  These 

cards are used to send 

speedy recovery and 

good wishes to those 

who are sick and recov-

ering from an illness.  

Please bring any cards 

you have to the office. 

Thank you. 

 

Tehillim or Psalms, have been recited by Jews for thousands of years. These ancient prayers open our hearts and bring 

renewal and strength to our daily lives. We at CBT in conjunction with Bikur Cholim have formed a Tehillim Cir-

cle. Please join us on the second Tuesday of most months for our Tehillim Service for the healing of our sick. For spe-

cific schedules of services check our Shabbat Shalom or call Leah Hartman at home 516-221-5133 or cell 516-459-

2021. The power of this group is that it utilizes the collective strengths of those who are saying the psalms togeth-

er. Join us and bring the names of those persons to be included in our prayers. If you can’t make it, call the office with 

the person’s name and their mother’s name, and we will include the person’s name in our communal listing. 



Page 13 May 2023/Iyar 5783  

   CBT Receives Grant from Investors Foundaton   
     By Jo-Ann Hertzman, Corporate, Foundation & Media Relations  
 

                                                                                                                                                         

 

 
Congregation Beth Tikvah was recently awarded a generous $4,000 grant from the Investors 

Foundation. This grant will underwrite the costs of our Congregation Beth Tikvah Times news-

letter, the High Holiday and Membership Guide and our Spring Holiday Guide.      

Why Do Jews Eat Dairy on Shavuot? 

There is a universal Jewish tradi-

tion of eating dairy foods on Sha-

vuot. The reason has been offered 

by many scholars, some of which 

are more convincing than others. 

We offer a selection: 

 

The Biblical book Song of Songs 

(4:11) refers to the sweet nour-

ishing value of Torah by saying: "It 

drips from your lips, like honey 

and milk under your tongue." 

 

The verse in Exodus 23:19 juxta-

poses the holiday of Shavuot with 

the prohibition of mixing milk and 

meat. On Shavuot, we therefore 

eat separate meals -- one of milk 

and one of meat. 

 

 

Upon receiving the Torah at 

Mount Sinai, the Jews immediately 

became obligated in the laws of 

Sh'chita -- slaughter of animals.  

 

Since they did not have time to  

prepare kosher meat, they ate 

dairy instead. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Thursday evening May 

25th at 8 PM for our annual 

Shavuathon as on well as Saturday 

and Sunday May 26th & 27th for 

Shavuot services. You will see 

plenty cheesecake and other dairy 

goodies there! Chag Shavuot 

Sameach!  
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Congregation Beth Tikvah  

2023-2024 Administration 

 

President: Gail Levy Administrative  

VP: Josh Genn  

Membership VP: Lois Schifman  

Religious Activities Co-VPs: Leah Hartman & Ron 

Schwartz  

Fundraising VP: Ab Roher Financial VP: Gary Marcus  

Education Co-VPs: Ada Marcus & Harvey Rab-

inowitz  

Coordinating Secretary: Esther Kamlet  

Recording Secty - Bd of Trustees: Beth Stern  

Recording Secty – Executive Council: Wendy 

Schwartz 

Immediate Past President: Jerry Wohlstetter  

 

Congregation Beth Tikvah  

2023-2024 Board of Trustees  

 

6 People– 3-year term  

Alan Weinstein  

David Glickman  

Harold Stern  

Larry Slutsky 

Meredith Bernstein  

Neil Bezerman  

 

2 People – 1-year term 

Bruce Heigh  

Gladys Zweben 

Yom Yerushalayim--Jerusalem Day--is 

the most recent addition to the He-

brew calendar. It is celebrated on the 

28th day of Iyar (six weeks after the 

Passover seder, one week before the 

eve of Shavuot). Although Jerusalem 

has been considered the capital city 

of the Jewish people since the time of 

King David--who conquered it and 

built it as the seat of his monarchy in 

approximately 1000 B.C.E.--there has 

never been a special day in honor of 

the city until the Israeli army took 

over the ancient, eastern part of the 

city on the third day of the Six-Day 

War in June 1967. 

 
Shortly after the Six-Day War, "a 

municipal unification" of the two sec-

tions of the city took place, ending 19 

years of separation between predom-

inantly Arab and Jewish suburbs of 

Jerusalem, following the War of Inde-

pendence in 1948. 

 

 

Due to the young age of this holiday, 

there is still not much, which makes it 

unique in terms of customs and tradi-

tions. It is gradually becoming a 

"pilgrimage" day, when thousands of 

Israelis travel to Jerusalem to demon-

strate solidarity with the city. This 

show of solidarity is of special im-

portance to the state of Israel, since 

the international community has nev-

er approved the "reunification" of the 

city under Israeli sovereignty, and 

many countries have not recognized 

Jerusalem as the capital of the Jewish 

State (The United Nations "partition 

plan" of November 1947 assigned a 

status of "International City" to Jeru-

salem). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The status of Yom Yerushalayim in 

Jewish religious life seems more am-

biguous than the religious status of 

Yom Ha'atzmaut (Israel Independence 

Day). Following the model of Yom 

Ha'atzmaut, the Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel has decided that this day should 

also be marked with the recital of 

Hallel (psalms of praise), and with the 

lengthier version of Psukei d'Zimra 

(the psalms in the earlier part of the 

morning service). It is quite clear that 

ultra-Orthodox Jews, in Israel and 

abroad, have not accepted Yom 

Yerushalayim, but it is not clear how 

many Orthodox Jews chant the Hallel 

psalms on this day. 

Yom Yerushalayim—May 19, 2023 
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Shavuot 

It is ironic that Shavuot is such a little-

known holiday. Because in fact, Shavu-

ot commemorates the single most 

important event in Jewish history -- 

the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. 

 

Shavuot is the culmination of the sev-

en-week-long "counting of the Omer" 

that occurs following Passover. The 

very name "Shavuot" means "weeks," 

in recognition of the weeks of antici-

pation leading up to the Sinai experi-

ence. (Since Shavuot occurs 50 days 

after the first day of Passover, it is 

sometimes known as "Pentecost," a 

Greek word meaning "the holiday of 

50 days.") 

 

3,300 years ago, after leaving Egypt on 

the night of Passover, the Jews trav-

eled into the Sinai desert. There, the 

entire Jewish nation -- 3 million men, 

women and children -- directly expe-

rienced divine revelation: 

 

God spoke to you from the midst of the 

fire; you were hearing the sound of 

words, but you were not seeing a form, 

only a sound. He told you of His cove-

nant, instructing you to keep the Ten 

Commandments, and He inscribed them 

on two stone tablets. (Deut. 4:12-13) 

 

The giving of the Torah was an event 

of awesome proportions that indelibly 

stamped the Jewish nation with a 

unique character, faith and destiny. 

And in the 3,300 years since this 

event, Torah ideals – monotheism, 

justice, responsibility -- have become 

the moral basis for Western civiliza-

tion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO CELEBRATE 

 

Perhaps the reason for the relative 

obscurity of Shavuot is because this 

holiday has no obvious "symbols" of 

the day -- i.e. no Shofar, no Sukkah, 

no Chanukah Menorah. 

 

On Shavuot, there are no symbols to 

distract us from the central focus of 

Jewish life: the Torah. So how do we 

commemorate Shavuot? It is a wide-

spread custom to stay up the entire 

night learning Torah. And since Torah 

is the way to self-perfection, the Sha-

vuot night learning is called Tikkun 

Leil Shavuot, which means "an act of 

self-perfection on the night of Shavu-

ot." 

 

At synagogue services on Shavuot 

morning, we read the biblical book of 

Ruth. Ruth was a non-Jewish woman 

whose love for God and Torah led 

her to convert to Judaism.  

 

The Torah intimates that the souls of 

eventual converts were also present 

at Sinai, as it says: "I am making [the 

covenant] both with those here today 

before the Lord our God, and also 

with those not here today." (Deut. 

29:13) 

 

 

 

Ruth has a further connection to Sha-

vuot, in that she became the ancestor 

of King David, who was born on Sha-

vuot, and died on Shavuot. 

On Shavuot, it is customary to deco-

rate the synagogue with branches and 

flowers. This is because Mount Sinai 

blossomed with flowers on the day 

the Torah was given. The Bible also 

associates Shavuot with the harvest of 

wheat and fruits, and marks the bring-

ing of the first fruits to the Holy Tem-

ple as an expression of thanksgiving. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE WEST-

ERN WALL 

 

In 1967, the Six Day War ended just a 

few days before Shavuot. Israel had 

reclaimed the Western Wall, and for 

the first time in 19 years Jews had 

access to the area surrounding the 

Temple Mount, Judaism's holiest site. 

On Shavuot itself, the Western Wall 

became open to visitors, and on that 

one memorable day, over 200,000 

Jews journeyed by foot to the West-

ern Wall.  

 

In subsequent years, this "pedestrian 

pilgrimage" has become a recurring 

tradition. Early on Shavuot morning -– 

after a full night of Torah learning -- 

the streets of Jerusalem are filled with 

tens of thousands of Jews walking to 

the Western Wall. 

 

This tradition has biblical precedence. 

Shavuot is one of Judaism's three main 

pilgrimage festivals, where the entire 

nation would gather in Jerusalem for 

celebration and study. 
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Open Sundays 
10 AM– 2 PM 
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Calendar  
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Please Note: 

 

Virtual Morning Minyan: 

Sundays @ 9:00 AM 

Monday @ 8:00 AM 

Thursday @ 8:00 AM 

 

Virtual Evening Minyan: 

Monday @ 8:00 PM 

Thursday @ 8:00 PM 

 

Fri PM Services 8 PM  

Sat AM  Services 10 AM 

 
Yiddish Club meets Mondays 

11AM-12:30 PM 

 

 

Tu 5/2 Lecture Series 7:00 PM 

W 5/3 Sisterhood Fashion Show 6:15 PM 

Th 5/4 Executive Council Meeting 8:00 PM 

Su 5/7 Men's Club Bowling 9:45 AM 

Tu 5/9 Tehillim Service 10:00 AM 

W 5/10 Lag B'Omer Celebration 5:30 PM 

F 5/12 Jerry Friedman Membership Dinner 6:00 PM 

Su 5/14 Mother's Day  

Tu 5/16 Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 5/18 Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

F 5/19 Joint Arms Shabbat 8:00 PM 

Sa 5/20 Junior Congregation  10:30 AM 

Su 5/21 Congregation Meeting 10:00 AM 

Tu 5/23 Executive Council Calendar Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 5/24 Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 5/25 Erev Shavuot  7:30 PM 

  Shavuathon  

F 5/26 Shavuot 10:00 AM 

Sa 5/27 Shavuot - Yizkor 10:00 AM 

M 5/29 Memorial Day - Office Closed  

Th 6/1 Executive Council Meeting 8:00 PM 

Sa 6/3 Junior Congregation  10:30 AM 

Su 6/4 Chavurah Picnic 1:00 PM 

Tu 6/6 Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 6/7 Sisterhood Torah Fund Evening 7:30 PM 

F 6/9 Installation Shabbat 7:30 PM 

Su 6/11 Men's Club Bowling 9:45 AM 

  Journal Celebration 4:00 PM 

Tu 6/13 Tehillim Service 10:00 AM 

W 6/14 Flag Day  

Th 6/15 Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

Sa 6/17 Auf Ruf Michael Hartman 10:00 AM 

Su 6/18 Father's Day  

Tu 6/20 Men's Club General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Su 6/25 Sisterhood Book Discussion 10:30 AM 

W 6/28 Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
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CONGREGATION 

BETH TIKVAH 

3710 Woodbine Avenue 
Wantagh NY  11793 

FRIDAY May 5, 2023    14 Iyar 

 Candle Lighting   7:38 PM 

  

 

SATURDAY May 6, 2023   15 Iyar 

 Emor     10:00 AM 

   

   

FRIDAY May 12, 2023   21 Iyar 

 Candle Lighting   7:45 PM 

 

SATURDAY May 13, 2023  22 Iyar 

 Behar-Bechukotai   10:00 AM 

  

 

FRIDAY May 19, 2023   28 Iyar 

 Candle Lighting   7:51 PM 

 

SATURDAY May 20, 2023  29 Iyar 

 BaMidbar     10:00 AM 

   

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY May 26, 2023   6 Sivan  

 Candle Lighting   7:58 PM 

 Shavuot 

 

SATURDAY May 27, 2023  7 Sivan 

 Shavuot-Yikzor   10:00 AM 

         

  

    

 

 

 

 DAILY MINYAN: 

 Sunday Morning   9:00 AM 

 Civic Holidays    8:00 AM 

 Monday, Thursday &  

       Rosh Chodesh      8:00 AM 

 Evening Minyan (when requested)  8:00 PM 

  

   

  

Schedule of Services 

VOLUME 5 
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Congregation Beth Tikvah is a proud  

member of The United Synagogue of  

Conservative Judaism. 


