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From the Rabbi’s Desk    

Dear Congregants,  

 

We just returned from an 

amazing group trip to Israel, 

where we visited the West-

ern Wall, climbed Masada and 

toured our homeland. Like a 

couple who have been mar-

ried for many years, I believe 

we take Israel for granted 

these days. The passionate 

love affair of its early years 

has given way to indifference. 

To those born after 1967, 

Israel is a powerful country 

that can stand on its own. 

They have little appreciation 

for the investment people like 

Golda Meir and David Ben 

Gurion put into this country. 

In fact, millennials are often 

troubled by the realities of 

modern Israel and the ongo-

ing conflict there.  

 

Through visiting many historic 

sites, we became enmeshed in 

the romance of Zionism that 

infused the building of the 

Jewish state. We could visual-

ize the pioneers draining the 

swamps and planting trees; 

Israelis dancing the hora; kib-

butzniks founding settlements 

and defending the land; Israel, 

the tiny nation defeating the 

mighty Goliath that were the 

Arab territories.  

 

The images are so seductive 

that it’s easy to forget the 

harsh reality of life in Israel 

today: There’s a growing gap 

between the rich and the 

poor, a reluctance to wel-

come Sudanese and Eritrean 

refugees into the land, con-

flicts at the Kotel over reli-

gious pluralism, and of course 

the ongoing friction between 

Israelis and its Palestinians 

that plagues the region. At its 

core, modern-day Israel is 

exactly what we set out to 

create: a nation striving to be 

better but wrestling with 

crippling economic and politi-

cal issues. 

 

The truth is, we expect more 

of our homeland than we 

expect of ourselves. Israel is 

supposed to be different; we 

insist – it is supposed to be 

better. And that is both its 

blessing and its problem. The 

State of Israel grew out of an 

ideal and romantic notion – 

but Israel is no different than 

any other country in the 

world in dealing with corrup-

tion, politics and pettiness. 

We get angry when the Unit-

ed Nations or the United 

States hold Israel to a higher 

standard, but in fact, Israel 

has high expectations of itself 

as well. Just listen to the 

words of Israel’s Declaration 

of Independence: 

 

“The State of Israel will be 

open for Jewish immigration 

and for the Ingathering of the 

Exiles; it will foster the devel-

opment of the country for 

the benefit of all its inhabit-

ants; it will be based on free-

dom, justice and peace as 

envisaged by the prophets of 

Israel; it will ensure complete 

equality of social and political 

rights to all its inhabitants 

irrespective of religion, race 

or sex; it will guarantee free-

dom of religion, conscience, 

language, education and cul-

ture; it will safeguard the Ho-

ly Places of all religions; and it 

will be faithful to the princi-

ples of the Charter of the 

United Nations.” 

 

Those were the ideals upon 

which Israel was founded 

seventy years ago – a utopian 

vision that has not yet been 

reached. Yet rejecting Israel 

because it has not reached 

some idealized vision is like 

saying you won’t love your 

children unless they receive 

perfect grades. On the con-

The Award Winning 
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Please feel free to contact:  

Gail Jeby-Levy 

president@congbt.org 
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Celebrate your birthday, 

anniversary, or any special 

occasion with us and 

sponsor a  

Kiddush or Oneg Shabbat.  

Please call   

Bruce Hartman 

516-974-6647 

 

The Congregation  

Beth Tikvah Times  

is published monthly by  

Congregation Beth Tikvah 

 3710 Woodbine Ave. 

Wantagh, New York  

11793 

516-785-2445 

Check us out on the Web 

at: 

http://www.congbt.org 

 
 
 
 

CBT thanks Investors Foundation for its generous grant to underwrite  

Congregation Beth Tikvah Times. 

Gail Jeby-Levy 

Happy, healthy Chanukah to 

everyone. December tends to 

be a joyous month and this year 

is no different. The children and 

the adults, as well, look forward 

to all the presents, excitement 

and fun during December. 

There will be uplifting/fun activi-

ties and programs at CBT: on 

December 11th we will be going 

to the Argyle Theatre in Baby-

lon to see Beauty and the 

Beast; a week later, on Decem-

ber 18th we will be celebrating 

the Rabbi’s Special Birthday 

(60 for $60) with a special 

brunch including entertainment 

by a Broadway Salute to 

“Stephen Sondheim: the Early 

Years” and finally on December 
22nd we will be enjoying our 

annual CBT Chanukah Party.  

December will definitely be a 

fun-filled month for all of us.  

 

Despite all of our fun, we must 

not forget what truly makes the 

month of December so im-

portant-the celebration of Cha-

nukah. As we all know this cele-

bration includes a variety of 

religious and nonreligious cus-

toms. Like Purim, Chanukah is a 

joyous festival that lacks the 

work etrictions characteristic of 

the major festivals of Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The 

most important of all Chanukah 

traditions is the lighting of 

the menorah each evening. I 

recently read that the menorah 

was originally kindled outside 

the home but was brought in-

side in ancient times to guard 

against offending neighbors. We 

all realize that the Chanukah 

holiday celebrates Jewish 

strength, perseverance, 

and continuity. 

 

We should also not forget the 

other customs associated with 

Chanukah including festive 

meals, songs, games, and gifts to 

children. We especially look 

forward to eating potato pan-

cakes (latkes), doughnuts 

(sufganiyot), and other treats 

fried in oil, which recall the 
miracle of the oil. And how can 

we forget the joyous faces of 

the children receiving presents 

and gifts of money (Chanukah 

gelt). We smile at the children 

playing the Dreidel game. I nev-

er realized that the Hebrew 

letters on each side of the 

Dreidel form the initials of the 

words in the phrase nes gadol 

haya sham, meaning a great mir-

acle happened there.  

 

During my recent trip to Israel I 

learnt that in modern Israel the 

letters of the dreidel were 

changed to reflect the transla-

tion “a great miracle happened 

here.” Another fact that I 

learned was that in present 

day Israel, Chanukah is a nation-

al holiday, and students present 

plays, sing holiday songs, and 

have parties. Schools are closed, 

and menorahs are displayed 

atop such prominent buildings 

as the Israeli parliament, 

the Knesset. A highlight of the 

eight-day festival is an annual 

relay from Modiʿin to Jerusalem. 

Runners carry burning torches 

through the streets, beginning in 

Modiʿin. The runners continue 

until the final torchbearer ar-

rives at the Western Wall. The 

torchbearer hands the torch to 

the Chief Rabbi who uses it to 

light the first candle of a giant 

menorah. Many of you might 

know all these facts-I plead ig-

norance of all of them but I did 

feel it was worth mentioning in 

my December article especially 

for those, like myself, who do 

or did not know all the facts. 
Live and Learn. 

 

Have a wonderful December 

and enjoy all the activities and 

fun this month has to offer. 

 

Shalom 

  
   

Gail R. Jeby -Levy 
President 
  

Continued  on Page 6 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Purim
https://www.britannica.com/topic/feast-religion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Rosh-Hashana
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Yom-Kippur
https://www.britannica.com/topic/menorah
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/continuity
https://www.britannica.com/place/Israel
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Knesset
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jerusalem
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Western-Wall


YAHRZEITS: 
 Bertha Susswein by Seymour Suss-

wein 

Barry Schecker by Adele Schecker 

Harold Stein by Steven Stein 

Judy Stein by Steven Stein 

Suebeth Grossman by Wendy Trontz 

Zelda Berkowitz by Neil & Hilary 

Berkowitz & Family 

Herman Kirshner by Doris Joltin 

Carole Levin by Stanley Levin 

Julius Schnapper by Ben Schnapper 

Faye Press by Arline Mann 

Isaac Abramowitz by Lucille 

Wechsler 

Leo Weiss by Alice Cohen 

Morris Jackowitz by Robert Jackowitz 

Regina Satz by Steven & Rachel Klein-

fel 

Pauline Gilman by Carole Goldberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel David Marks by Mark & Sandy 

Drummer & Family 

Raquel Kerbel by Gary & Linda Spiegel 

Eva Block by Sandy Slutzah & Linda 

Katz 

Ted Moskowitz by Sherry Moskowitz 

Jack Hilfer by Myra Cohen 

Jean Stein by Freya Novack 

Francisco Torres by Rosa Cohen 

Fannie Weinberger by Jody & Susan 

Wald 

Ceil Cohen by Sherry Cohen 

Bernard Bockstein by Richard & Sher-

ry Bockstein 

Janet Spiegel by Gary & Linda Spiegel 

William Steinmetz by Beatrice 

Steinmetz 

Fannie Goodman by Jerry & Helene 

Wohlstetter 

Harry Zupkpoff by Sandra Kalkstein 
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Please Note: 

The minimum cost of a 

donation to appear is $14. 

Ted Moskowitz by Mara Moss 

Jacob Kaplan by Alvin & Minna 

Sedler 

Henry Schwartzman by Joseph & 

Annette Schwartzman 

Gerald Donald Cuba by Jackie 

Jager 

George Rand by Steve & Carol 

Feldman 

George Rand by Debbie 

Rosenkrantz 

Seth Zupkoff by Sandra Kalkstein 

Gerald Zupkoff by Sandra Kalk-

stein 

Dorothy Levy by Rita Cohen 
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES: 
In Honor of: 

Bill & Mona Odin's Granddaughter's 

Bat Mitzvah by Alice Eckstein 

Levana Lichter's Aliyah she got along 

with Laura & Annie Lelonek by Levana 

Lichter 

Yom Kippur by Freya Novack 

In Memory of: 

Marilyn Weinberger, Sister to Alumni 

member Fran Weinberger by Alice 

Eckstein 

Speedy Recovery to: 

Esther Kamlet by:  

CBT's Sunshine Board Members 

Jerry & Helene Wohlstetter 

Larry & Shelley Slutsky 

Richard & Sandy Slutzah 

Ron & Wendy Schwartz 

Helene Fruchter by Alice Eckstein 

Stanley Levin by Lorraine Levin 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 

In Honor of: 

Rabbi Weisblum by:  

Bruce & Beverly Heigh 

Freya Novack 

Rabbi Weisblum's Birthday by Rich & 

Debbie Rosenkrantz 

In Memory  

Shirley Schnapper by Ben Schnapper & 

Family, & The Hyman Family 
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We are sure that you 

have noticed the 

Tree of Life in the 

Lobby of our Syna-

gogue! There are 

plenty of Leaves      

available to com-

memorate a Special 

Occasion. How 

about a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah Leaf or a 

Leaf for a New Baby 

in the  Family?  
Please call Esther 

Kamlet @ 516-735-

0796 
 

Buy your Leaf now! 
Esther Kamlet 

 

TREE OF LIFE   

I would like to thank my CBT friends for all 

the cards, calls and good wishes during my 

recent illness. It is truly appreciated. 

Helene Fruchter 
  

Condolences 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May God comfort them among the mourn-

ers of Zion and Jerusalem  

Mazel Tov 

Marilyn and Ray Newman have the great 

pleasure of announcing the engagement of 

their granddaughter, Melissa Lauren Baraho-

na to Jai Sen, Oct. 22, 2022. 
  

 

  

  
 

 

  

Speedy Recovery 

Esther Kamlet 
 

 
  

 

 

  



 

If any group or club wishes to have publicity for an 

event published in local weekly papers, Jewish Week, 

Newsday etc. please e-mail all information to  

Bob Cooper at 

 

flyingbob@brianel.com 

680-3003 

 

At least 5 weeks before the event. 

Publicity 

Page 5 December 2022/Kislev 5783  

Fri. Dec. 9, 2022  

Men’s Club Shabbat 8 PM 

Coming Events  

Announcements 

Dear Chanukah Party Goers, 

 

After last week's fantastic Friday Family service, the Rabbi and a few other band members came over to me asked that 

I put together a list of songs that the band can play at the annual Chanukah Party scheduled for December 22nd. 

 

I am turning this task over to you, our loyal rock-n-roll dancers and singers. Please put a few songs together and give 

them to me, or by calling, texting, or emailing me. 516-381-2684 call or text rockroll5@aol.com 

 

Thank you so much and I hope you get to hear your dancing song at the Chanukah Party on December 22nd. 

 

Stu Spector 

  

**************************************************************************************************** 

 

Dollars for Donations 

 

Do you have a household item you want to sell? 

 

List it in the CBT Times, and 100% of the proceeds of the sale will be donated to Congregation Beth Tikvah. 

For example, if you have a chair that you no longer want, you can list it for sale in the Beth Tikvah Times with the 

selling price, and a fellow congregant can buy it. 100% the proceeds will go back to Congregation Beth Tikvah.   

 

Email your name, phone number, item description, picture of the item and what price you would like to list it for to 

NEIL BEZERMAN at neilbez@optonline.net.  

 

**************************************************************************************************************** 

Lunch and Learn 

The next Lunch ‘n’ Learn is on Friday, December 9th at 12 noon. 

Topic: The true story of Chanukah and Christmas conflicts. 

 

Members $18 and non-members $20.  

Call the office to make your reservation and payment by December 6th. 

 

 

Lecture Series 

On Dec. 13th the lecture series will present a movie entitled "Love, Lights, Hanukkah".  

Ada Marcus 



Announcements 
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President continued from Page 2 Message continued from Page 2 



Men’s Club 

Our Men’s Club Murray 

Zwerling Shabbat will be held 

on Friday, December 9th. 

PREDICTION: It will be 

well attended and those 

who participate will make us 

proud. 

 

The annual Chanukah party 

will be Thursday, December 

22nd at 6 pm. PREDICTION: 

We will have an overflow 

crowd who enjoyed the 

food, clown and the Rabbi’s 

band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREDICTION: My predic-

tions will probably be 

wrong, but the results will 

be better than predicted. 

 

Till the next time. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Dave 

This is going to be a strange 

article. The holidays have 

passed and all the activities 

and those who helped have 

been written about, so this 

is going to be a look into 

the immediate future. I will 

have to be a Nostradamus 

and make some predictions. 

 

As you read this our Paid-up 

Membership Dinner will 

have taken place on Tues-

day, November 29th. At this 

writing we are expecting 50 

or more members to be in 

attendance.  

 

PREDICTION: A great time 

was had by all. 
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Dave Kamlet  

Chavurah 

 On Dec 3rd Chavurah is planning 

a Trivial Pursuit night. We are 

having it in the Social Hall. Wine, 

cheese and coffee, tea and des-

serts will be provided. The cost 

will be $15 per person. Please 

RSVP to the shul office or Linda 

Katz at 516-729-8168.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February, we will be going to West 

Hempstead for a Kosher Chinese din-

ner at Wing Wan. We will determine 

the price and will publish it in Shabbat 

Shalom. 

 

  

The Chavurettes, 

 

Sandy Slutzah & Linda 
Katz 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  Linda Katz               Sandy Slutzah 
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Fall is already here and we 

are gearing up for a winter 

and spring full of activities.  

 

Our Sisterhood Paid-up 

Membership dinner was 

terrific due to the hard 

work of Regina Leaf and her 

energetic committee. The 

food was very tasty and the 

entertainment was a won-

derful mix of Jewish and 

popular music. It was excit-

ing to see so many members 

dancing to the many differ-

ent songs. Another beautiful 

new feature of the dinner 

was when we honored the 

past Sisterhood Presidents 

from all our Sisterhoods and 

gave each of them a beauti-

ful long stem rose. It was 

very inspiring to see how 

many past presidents con-

tinue to be involved in our 

Sisterhood. They all deserve 

to be recognized as they 

keep our Sisterhood going.  

 

We have many exciting ac-

tivities coming up so please 

check the Shabbat Shalom 

every Friday to see what is 

happening. Make sure to 

look for our special an-

nouncement about Birthday 

and Anniversary Leagrams. 

BQLI Women’s League 

wanted me to let you know 

there are many good things 

happening there also. If you 

do not get a weekly Shabbat 

Greeting email from BQLI, 

please let me know and I will 

give them your information.  

Torah cards are available for 

all occasions and support the 

Jewish Theological Seminary. 

They can be purchased by 

contacting Carole Friedman 

at (516) 783-1954. 

 

We always need volunteers 

to continue to help make 

our Sisterhood great. If you 

are interested, please let me 

know. I wish you and your 

families a Happy Chanukah. 
  

 

Doris Joltin 
 
 

Sisterhood 

Doris Joltin 

Torah Fund Campaign 

Have you tried sending Torah Fund e-

cards? It’s easy, convenient and you can 

save on the postage and help save some 

trees. The cards are $5 each online and 

include all your favorites as well as a 

new birthday card not yet available in 

paper form. All you need is the recipi-

ent’s email address and a credit card.  

Go to https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu 

 
Paper Torah Fund greeting cards: Sym-

pathy, Get Well, Thank You, Friendship, 

New Baby and blank note cards are 

available for donations of $5 per card or 

$20 for five cards. Please contact one of 

the following people for cards: Yola 

Davis 516-826-9660, Louise Goldberg 

516-735-6008, Norma Raspler 516-541-

3471 or Elaine Stein 516-694-5683.  

 
This year’s theme is Chazak v’Ematz (Be 

Strong and Courageous). If you would 

like to become a benefactor and receive 

the current pin as a thank you gift call or 

email me, Carole Friedman, to make a 

pledge of at least $180, send a check to 

Congregation Beth Tikvah Sisterhood 

(write Torah Fund on the memo line) or 

use a credit card by going to https://

inspired.jtsa.edu and clicking on 

“Donate”. I can be reached at either 516

-783-1954 or fredbbb@optonline.net. 
 

We are also still accepting donations to 

the “Creating New Spaces” Campaign of 

Torah Fund which will be used to fund 

two projects: a new undergraduate Resi-

dence Hall Study Space at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary and a special 

course of training for rabbinical students 

at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 

entitled “Women’s League Institute on 

Gender Bias and Harassment”. If you 

would like your donation to go to this 

project please indicate “Spaces” on the 

memo line of your check. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember your donations to Torah 

Fund support the future Rabbis, Can-

tors, teachers and youth leaders of the 

Conservative/Masorti Movement study-

ing at the five seminaries in New York, 

California, Jerusalem, Buenos Aires, 

Argentina and Potsdam, Germany.  

Thank you. 

 

Carole Friedman 

Torah Fund Chair 

 

https://torahfundecards.jtsa.edu
https://inspired.jtsa.edu
https://inspired.jtsa.edu
mailto:fredbbb@optonline.net
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Loren Schifman 12/3 
Rabbi Moshe Weisblum
 12/6 
Solomon Cohen 12/7 
Gita Freed 12/7 
Charles Paress 12/7 
Carol Tescher 12/9 
Estelle Friedman 12/13 
Carly Bushman 12/15 
Marlene Horowitz 12/15 

Betty Schwartz 12/15 
Stanley Rothman 12/16 
Linda Spiegel 12/16 
Corinne Cohen 12/17 
David Gold 12/17 
Mary Cohen 12/20 
Elaine Stein 12/18 
Norma Raspler 12/21 
Marsha Goodstein
 12/24 

Rosa Mercedes Cohen
 12/26 
Leonard Schenker 12/27 
Susan Honig 12/28 
Steven Malkiel 12/28 
Philip Lubitz 12/29 
Jay Rothstein 12/30 
Norman Breslow 12/31 

  
  

December Birthdays 

 Rabbi continued from Page 1 

trary, we love our children despite of their failings, simply 

because they are our children. Rather than diminish them 

we try to help them grow. In the same vein, we should 

love Israel not because it is perfect but because it is ours, 

with all of its faults and frailties. I think you’d agree that 

Israel is an extraordinary place despite its shortcomings – 

and it can become greater with the contributions of its 

people, Am Yisrael. 

 

Israel needs two things from us today. First, it needs the 

commitment of our minds and hearts – that is, a willing-

ness on our part to honestly confront the truth about 

what Israel is and can be. After all, we are Israel’s repre-

sentatives in America. We need to raise our voices as her 

advocate, not out of some romantic infatuation but be-

cause the alternative is much worse. Today, we cannot 

imagine a world without Israel in it, and so, we need to 

speak passionately on her behalf, so that the world knows 

of her importance. Secondly, Israel needs not only our 

minds and hearts – she also needs our hands – our will-

ingness to actively participate in building the land, in mak-

ing it stronger, in supporting its people, and in furthering 

Israel goals. And the best way to do that is by visiting Isra-

el not once but often. 

 

I’d like to end with a poem by Yehudah Amichai titled 

“Tourists.” He reminds us that what Israel needs today are 

not people who come to see the sites but people who 

come to connect with the land and its inhabitants. 

Amichai writes: 

 
“Visits of condolence is all we get from them. 

They squat at the Holocaust Memorial, 

They put on grave faces at the Wailing Wall 

And they laugh behind heavy curtains 

In their hotels. 
They have their pictures taken 

Together with our famous dead 

At Rachel’s Tomb and Herzl’s Tomb 

And on Ammunition Hill. 

They weep over our sweet boys 

And lust after our tough girls 

And hang up their underwear 

To dry quickly 

In cool, blue bathrooms. 

Once I sat on the steps by a gate at David’s Tower, 

I placed my two heavy baskets at my side. 

A group of tourists was standing around their guide and I became 

their target marker. 

“You see that man with the baskets? Just right of his head there’s an 

arch from the Roman period. Just right of his head.” 

“But he’s moving, he’s moving!” 

I said to myself: redemption will come only if their guide tells them, 

“You see that arch from the Roman period? It’s not important: 

but next to it, left and down a bit, there sits a man who’s bought fruit 

and vegetables for his family.”  

 

That is important.  

 

As we go about our daily lives in the States, let’s not for-

get to return to Israel – in our minds, in our hearts, and 

in the flesh. Our presence there is important. Our sup-

port of its economy is important. And playing our part in 

the covenant – to help Israel, and by extension the Jewish 

people, flourish – is important. It is my hope that this visit 

we took to Israel recently is one of many and that the 

holiness of the land revives your spirit each and every 

time you visit.  
  

 

Sincerely, 

  

Rabbi Moshe Weisblum, PhD 
 
 

 

 



CBT greatly benefits from your 

participation and it doesn’t cost 

you anything extra. You can 

defer the $100 year-end charge 

as well. 

 

Cards from many local supermar-

kets are available and in stock!  

 

We also have on hand a small 

inventory of cards from some 

great stores and restaurants that 

are usually only available by spe-

cial order.  Bed, Bath & Beyond 

and Target are stores that many 

of us shop in.  

 

Restaurants that we have inven-

tory on are Starbucks, Cheese-

cake Factory, Outback and Ruby 

Tuesday.   

 

If you would like to purchase any 

gift cards, please call me at (516) 

532-6827 to place your orders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for your support of this 

most important program. 

 

Sol Zweben 
(516) 532-6827 

 

Support Congregation Beth Tikvah -  Why Participate in the Gift Card  

Program? 

Shul Gifts  

Tree of  Life                          

$125 

Contact Esther Kamlet   

735-0796 

 

Memorial Plaque $235 

Contact Jody Wald  

785-5417 

 

Etz Chayim Chumash                                        

$75 

Contact the office 

 

 

Lev Shalem Machzor 

$36 - Contact the office 

 

Stand up Basic Kiddush   

starting at  $250 

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Stand up Basic Oneg    

starting at  $175 

Contact Bruce Hartman 

 

Jerry Friedman Memori-

al Walkway $75/brick 

Contact Dave Kamlet or 

Lorraine Levin  

There are many happy occa-

sions in our lives; births, 

marriages, engagements, 

anniversaries, bris, bar/bat 

mitzvah, birthdays, baby 

namings etc… 

If you would like to share 

your joy with us by purchas-

ing a gift from our shul, 

some of the costs are listed 

below. If you have a loss in 

your life, perhaps you would 

like to make a gift to our 

shul that will memorialize 

your loved one.  
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Haftarot 
Anyone who is interested in chanting a 

Haftarah, please contact Leah Hart-

man @ anmsmama@verizon.net.  

Thank  you. 

SUBMITTING ARTICLES FOR THE  

NEWSLETTER 
If you are submitting an article please e-mail it to us at ifreed16@yahoo.com. 

If possible, please submit your article in the text of your e-mail because we 

cannot always open your attachments. If you are submitting a flyer to be 

placed in the newsletter, either e-mail it to us or put the flyer in the newslet-

ter mailbox in the shul office. 

 
All articles and flyers should be submitted by the 15th of the 

month  for the next newsletter.  

Gita & Irving Freed 

mailto:ifreed@optonline.net
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Social Action by Beth Goldberg  
Please note: The views expressed in the following column is solely those of 
the author and do not, in any way, express the views of the CBT or its 

members.  

Dave Chappell's satirical monologue 

on November 12, 2022 on SNL ad-

dressed the controversies that sur-

faced when Kanye West and Kyrie 

Irving made antisemitic comments. 

Dave denounced all forms of antisem-

itism but used antisemitic tropes. 

There is a line between thinking 

thoughts and expressing them. 

 

Couched in humor, comedians can 

incite antisemitism just as a political 

figure can influence the public by ex-

pressing their views. Many found it 

surprising that Lorne Michaels, who is 

a Jew, allowed the fifteen-minute 

monologue on SNL. In the past, both 

Kanye West and Kyrie Irving were 

asked not to promote the views of 

antisemitic people. On their Twitter 

accounts they provide a link to a wild-

ly antisemitic film where terrible 

things happened to Jews. 

 

Chappell stated that Kanye is allowed 

to harbor antisemitic feelings but his 

error was in publicly expressing them. 

You can harbor delusions that Jews 

control Hollywood but it is a mistake 

to verbalize derogatory terms about 

Jews. Dave believes that there have 

been many Jewish figures that reveled 

in black pain and punishment. Howev-

er, there was no accountability when 

the shoe was on the other foot. 

 

Last week, a gunman who was holding 

Jews hostage in a Texas synagogue, 

contacted a New York City Rabbi, 

Angela Buchdahl, whose name he 

found on Google when he was 

searching for influential rabbis. He 

told her that he had bombs and that 

they were running out of time. She 

chanted several prayers and that 

helped diffuse the situation. Rabbi 

Buchdahl expressed that Jews are 

faced with dangers and feeling unset-

tled. When people say that they hate 

Jews and want to kill them it is obvi-

ous antisemitism. Statements about 

Jews being all-powerful and that they 

control everything disguises the hate-

ful ideology. 

 

Rabbi Buchdahl urged everyone to 

work together and to attend ser-

vices in person at synagogues in spite 

of other current anxieties 

about COVID and the current eco-

nomic hardships. 

 

The police 

just arrested 

two men at 

Penn Station 

in New York 

who traveled 

to New York 

City to 

"shoot up a synagogue and die". The 

NYPD commissioner announced that 

they're deploying resources to New 

York and New Jersey synagogues. 

The mentally deranged person was 

found to be in possession of a gun, a 

sharp knife and a Nazi armband. The 

NYPD attributed the increase in hate 

posts due to twitter comments 

by Kanye West and Kyrie Irving. 
 

   

  

Beth 



Bikur Cholim, or visiting the 

sick, is more than an act of 

charity; it is a command-

ment that is considered 

binding on all Jews. The im-

portance of visiting the sick 

was underscored when G-d 

visited Abraham after he 

was circumcised (Genesis 

17:26-18:1).  In the act of 

visiting Abraham when he 

was ill, G-d set a precedent 

for the Jewish people.  Bikur 

Cholim is a paradigm for 

interpersonal relationships.  

“And you shall love your 

neighbor as your-

self” (Leviticus 19:18).   

 
The performance of this 

mitzvah links us to all gener-

ations and connects us as 

one people to each other 

and to all humanity through 

the G-dly attributes of com-

passion and loving-kindness.   

 
We at Congregation Beth 

Tikvah  have such a 

viable committee, 

which has been keep-

ing in touch with 

some of our mem-

bers who have been 

ill or in an adult facility.   

 
We not only visit, we make 

telephone calls, send cards, 

shop for groceries and have 

been driving some of our 

extended family to their 

appointments.  We have 

made the commitment to 

care for one another, and 

bring the strength of com-

munity and connection of 

our Jewish heritage to our   

Congregation Beth Tikvah 

Family.  

 
Please help us help our con-

gregants. If we aren’t aware 

of who is in need, we are 

unable to assist them. So 

please call either Rabbi 

Weisblum @ 516-785-2445 

or 516-273-2748; or Louise 

Goldberg @ 516-735-6008.  

 
I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of 

our committee members 

for the wonderful job they 

are doing:  

 

 

 

 

Fran Bezerman 
Mollie Faber     

Helene Fruchter          

Sy Fruchter        

Cele Goldenberg     

Leah Hartman  

Elaine Hearns    

Renate Hirsch              

Esther Kamlet      

Joy Kipnes   

Debby Kravitz                    

Lynn Menzies      

Marilyn Newman 

Ray Newman 

Freya Novack 

Norma Raspler 

Adele Schecker 

Ben Schnapper                 

Richard Schultz 

Marian Spitzer 

Lucille Wechsler 

  

Shalom,   

Louise A. Goldberg  
Chairperson 

 

  

Bikur Cholim News  
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The BIKUR CHOLIM 

COMMITTEE is look-

ing for blank greeting 

cards that you would 

like to donate.  These 

cards are used to send 

speedy recovery and 

good wishes to those 

who are sick and recov-

ering from an illness.  

Please bring any cards 

you have to the office. 

Thank you. 

 

Tehillim or Psalms, have been recited by Jews for thousands of years. These ancient prayers open our hearts and bring 

renewal and strength to our daily lives. We at CBT in conjunction with Bikur Cholim have formed a Tehillim Cir-

cle. On the second Tuesday of every month, at 8:15 PM, we meet for 30 to 40 minutes and collectively recite specific 

chapters of Tehillim dealing with the healing of the sick. At the end of the recitations we say a Mi Sheberach (a special 

prayer for the sick). The power of this group is that it utilizes the collective strengths of those who are saying the 

psalms together. Join us and bring the names of those persons to be included in our prayers. If you can’t make it, call 

the office with the person’s name and their mother’s name, and we will include the person’s name in our communal 

listing. 
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     Care2Share Update  
Please enroll today and help Congregation Beth Tikvah Earn More Free $$$!                                                                                                           
       By Jo-Ann Hertzman, CBT- Care2Share Liaison 
 

                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 
 

We are pleased to announce that we have received our thirty-fourth quarterly Care2Share donation check from 

Investors Bank. To date we have received $11,432.82 from Care2Share. There are 45 congregation members who 

have taken the time to complete the Investors Bank Care2Share enrollment form, which helps us to increase our 

donation amount next quarter. The more members who enroll, the more $$$$ we will earn. The types of accounts 

eligible to be linked are: Personal Checking Accounts, YourStyle Business Checking accounts, and YourStyle Business 

Premier Checking accounts. Any of our members currently enrolled with interest earning accounts (savings, CD or 

money market accounts) will remain enrolled and will count toward our donation total but these types of accounts 

are no longer eligible for new account enrollment in Care2Share.  Any neighbor, relative or colleague can enroll and 

select Congregation Beth Tikvah, which will lead to a larger next quarterly check. You do not need to be a congre-

gation member to enroll and support Congregation Beth Tikvah. To protect your privacy, Investors Bank will never 

share any specific information about your enrolled accounts (such as your name, the types of products you’ve en-

rolled, balance information, etc.) with Congregation Beth Tikvah. For additional information, to have any questions 

answered and to learn how YOU can play a major role in helping us get free $$$$$, please stop in at the local 

branch in Cherrywood. 
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Reflections on the CBT Israel Trip—October 18, 2022—October 30, 2022   

Some reflections on an enlightening, 

eye-opening, reaffirming, educational 

and –above all – fun 10 days in Israel 

with an 18-person CBT family 

(including an energetic and insightful 

Rabbi Weisblum…By the end, we 

were indeed a Jewish family, each of 

us returning home with funny stories, 

opinions, mishugas and personal mem-

ories that will last a lifetime. We all 

got to know each other at least a little 

bit better, and gained a closer connec-

tion to the land of our heritage, our 

shul and our Rabbi, who was an inspi-

rational and thought-provoking leader 

to us all – and managed to connect us 

to his kids and grandkids along the 

way. 

 

Some random thoughts: 

*We hit the ground running. Our first 

activity after sleeping off the flight was 

a cable car trip up Masada, a Rabbi-led 

tour of the ruins, and then (for some 

of us), an adventurous descent on the 

aptly named Snake Path. Everybody 

who started down made it down.  

 

*Kabbalat Shabbat at the Kotel (at the 

end of our second full day in Jerusa-

lem) was a spiritual highlight for all. 

The multiple minyanim on both the 

men’s and women’s sides of the 

m’chitzah – each with its own rhythm 

and chanting, including a joyously 

dancing group of IDF soldiers – blend-

ed into a wonderful ruach that swept 

over all of us. 

 

*Precisely a week later came another 

spiritual high point -- more personal 

to our group – as the Rabbi led an 

outdoor Kabbalat Shabbat service on 

the plaza overlooking the Tel Aviv 

beach.   

 

*Before we departed on our “gentle” 

jeep trip up the Golan Heights, one of 

our more adventurous travelers asked 

if some could get a more “off-road” 

experience. He needn’t have worried! 

We were all well jostled and bounced 

before an excellent talk about the 

Golan’s strategic importance as well 

as the role played by the Golani Bri-

gade in taking the high ground. 

 

*A visit to Yad Vashem can’t help but 

be a somber commemoration of the 

horrifying reality of the Shoah. Each of 

us wound our way through the exhib-

its lost in our own thoughts, seizing 

on individual details that broke 

through the scale of the horror. 

 

*A trio of stops through our journey 

told various parts of the period bridg-

ing post-Shoah and the fight for the 

birth of the State of Israel – the Atlit 

Detention Camp, Ayalon Institute 

(with its ammunition factory hidden 

literally beneath a kibbutz), and the 

Palmach Museum. 

 

*Our time in the Galilee was highlight-

ed by a stay at kibbutz Nof Ginosar, 

where we got an eye-opening inside 

look at the modern reality of the kib-

butz movement in a frank talk from 

one of its residents. 

 

*Who wouldn’t love a visit to a choc-

olate factory, where we each got to 

assemble our own creations! 

*I think we all thoroughly enjoyed the 

reformulated Anu—Museum of the 

Jewish People (formerly Museum of 

the Diaspora) in Tel Aviv, a multime-

dia telling the story of the global Jew-

ish community, including its outsized 

contributions to the world at large 

 

*Since we returned home, I’m still 

waiting in vain for my breakfast buffet 

and 10 choices of dinner desserts. 

That’s most (though not all) of what 

this traveling family did.  

 

My apologies to the group if I left out 

one of your own favorites. 

 

Thanks to the Rabbi for being such an 

energetic – “Could you please slow 

down and wait for the rest of us?!!!” – 

leader and to Maddy (and Mike) Ross 

for pulling this (and us) all together. 

The rest of the group included Sherry 

Cohen, Alice Eckstein, Beverly and 

Bruce Heigh, Linda Katz, Ab Roher, 

Zena Rosenbaum, Debbi and Rich 

Rosenkrantz, Sandy Shuchman, Stu 

Spector, Judy and Harry Yablon and 

Barbara and Marty Brochstein. And it 

would have been a less entertaining 

experience without our guide Mira 

and bus driver Bennie. 

 

And when you’re in shul, be sure to 

take a look at the mezuzah (at the 

entry to the sanctuary) and new Chal-

lah board (during kiddush) donated by 

the CBT traveling family of 2022. 

 

Marty Brochstein 
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Shalom to everyone at Congregation Beth Tikvah. 

 

As I am writing this article, looking back and reflecting on my recent trip to Israel with the synagogue, it has been 

amazing, informative and educational both in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.  

 

Although I did enjoy seeing all the historical sites as an important part of where my ancestors came from, what left me 

most in amazement and excitement, as I look back on the trip, was in Tel Aviv where a restaurant called Nalaga’at had 

waitstaff that are deaf. This gave me an opportunity to use my American Sign Language since it is similar enough to 

Hebrew Sign Language. I could communicate between waitstaff and our group. Afterwards, it left me feeling floating on 

Cloud 9 and feeling very important. This experience will always be with me for the rest of my life. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for this opportunity. 

 

This slang sign means (I LOVE YOU). 

 

Judith Yablon 
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Sisterhood Paid-Up Membership Dinner—November 16, 2022 
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Religious School   
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Chanukah Party  
Presented by Congregation Beth and Hosted by Men’s Club 

Thursday, December 22nd 6:00-9:00PM 

Congregants, our Family and Friends are welcome  

Free for everybody 

• Food & Drink 

• CBT Band 

• Gelt, Dreidels, Gifts & Games 

• The Chanukah Clown 

• RSVP to the Office 516-785-2445 by Friday, December 16th  
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Open Sundays 
10 AM– 2 PM 
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Calendar  
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Please Note: 

 

Virtual Morning Minyan: 

Sundays @ 9:00 AM 

Monday @ 8:00 AM 

Thursday @ 8:00 AM 

 

Virtual Evening Minyan: 

Monday @ 8:00 PM 

Thursday @ 8:00 PM 

 

Fri PM Services 8 PM  

Sat AM  Services 10 AM 

 
Yiddish Club meets Mondays 

11AM-12:30 PM 

 

 

Th 12/1  Executive Council Meeting 8:00 PM 

F 12/2  Men's Club Shabbat 8:00 PM 

Sa 12/3  Chavurah Trivial Pursuit 7:30 PM 

Su 12/4  Congregation Meeting 10:00 AM 

Tu 12/6  Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 12/7  Sisterhood General Meeting 7:30 PM 

F 12/9  Lunch & Learn 12 Noon 

Su 12/11  Men's Club Bowling 9:45 AM 

Tu 12/13  Lecture Series 7:30 PM 

Th 12/15  Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

Su 12/18  60 for $60 Brunch 11:00 AM 

Su 12/18  1st Night of Chanukah  

Th 12/22  Men's Club Chanukah Party 6:30 PM 

W 12/28  Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Sa 12/31  New Year's Eve  

Tu 1/3  Men's Club Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

W 1/4  Sisterhood General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 1/5  Executive Council Meeting 8:00 PM 

Su 1/8  Men's Club Bowling 9:45 AM 

Su 1/8  Sisterhood Book Discussion 10:30 AM 

Tu 1/10  Lecture Series 7:30 PM 

M 1/16  Martin Luther King Day  

Tu 1/17  Men's Club General Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 1/19  Board of Trustees Meeting 8:00 PM 

W 1/25  Sisterhood Board Meeting 7:30 PM 

Th 1/26  Executive Council Budget Meeting 8:00 PM 

Sa 1/28  Virtual Bingo 7:20 PM 
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CONGREGATION 

BETH TIKVAH 

3710 Woodbine Avenue 
Wantagh NY  11793 

FRIDAY December 2, 2022  8 Kislev 

 Candle Lighting   4:11 PM 

 

SATURDAY December 3, 2022  9 Kislev 

 Vayetzei     10:00 AM 

   

FRIDAY December 9, 2022  15 Kislev  

 Candle Lighting   4:10 PM 

 Men’s Club Shabbat 

 

SATURDAY December 10, 2022  16 Kislev 

 Vayishlach    10:00 AM 

  

 

FRIDAY December 16, 2022  22 Kislev 

 Candle Lighting    4:11 PM 

   

SATURDAY December 17, 2022  23 Kislev 

 Vayashev    10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY December 23, 2022  29 Kislev  

 Candle Lighting   4:14 PM 

   

SATURDAY December 24, 2022  30 Kislev  

 Miketz       10:00 AM 

         

  

FRIDAY December 30, 2022  6 Tevet  

 Candle Lighting   4:19 PM 

   

SATURDAY December 31, 2022  7 Tevet  

 Vayigash     10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 DAILY MINYAN: 

 Sunday Morning   9:00 AM 

 Civic Holidays    8:00 AM 

 Monday, Thursday &  

       Rosh Chodesh      8:00 AM 

 Evening Minyan (when requested)  8:00 PM 

  

   

  

Schedule of Services 
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Congregation Beth Tikvah is a proud  

member of The United Synagogue of  

Conservative Judaism. 


